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Wood County EC News

IN  JANUARY,  per Article IV, Section 4.02, of Wood County Electric Cooper-
ative’s bylaws, the board of directors appointed an elections committee,
whose responsibility is to conduct any directors election or vote of the
members. The process for nomination and election of directors is defined
in Article IV, Section 4.03. 

This year the elections committee will make nominations for directors
for districts 5 and 6. WCEC directors whose terms are expiring are Cathy
Roberts, District 5, and Jane Roberson, District 6. 

Article V, Section 6.05, of the bylaws outlines the two pathways for
members to pursue placement on the ballot: written petition or appoint-
ment by the elections committee. Interested members in districts 5 and 6
may call WCEC at (903) 763-2203 to request a candidate package to run for
one of the two open seats. Completed packages must be returned no later
than July 7.

The WCEC elections committee will meet at the cooperative office, 
501 S. Main St., Quitman, at least 40 days prior to the annual meeting. 
The committee comprises the following members:

District 1   Glenn E. Morris          268 FM 900 E.         Mount Vernon    75457  
District 2   Bobby Rhea                 3777 CR 2403         Winnsboro           75494  
District 3   Clarence Meiske       1547 FM 2659         Hawkins                75765  
District 4   Carolyn Bryant           201 E. Oak St.          Yantis                     75497
District 5   Beverly Waddleton   P.O. Box 996              Quitman                75783
District 6   Judy Peoples             1646 VZCR 1222   Grand Saline       75140
District 7   P.A. Geddie                  P.O. Box 608              Ben Wheeler       75754

Copies of the WCEC bylaws are available upon request by calling the
cooperative at (903) 763-2203 and at wcec.org under the Resources tab at
the bottom of the homepage. D

WCEC Elections
Committee To Meet
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Look Up Before
You Plant
SPRING IS  A good time to plant shade
trees, which eventually will grow up and
out and cast some nice shade on your
house, keeping it cooler during the 
summer.
But beware of where you plant. Tree
branches can conduct electricity, creat-
ing a possible shock hazard for utility
workers who need to service overhead
power lines that are too close to tower-
ing trees.
Do some homework about the trees
you’ve chosen before you plant them.
Know how tall and wide each one will
grow. That way you can plant it in a spot
where, when it’s fully grown, it will still be
at least 10 feet away from a utility pole
and overhead wires.
Here are a few other smart springtime
cautions:
e Call 811 before you dig a hole to plant a
tree—just to make sure you won’t inter-
fere with underground lines on your
property. That one is not only a safe
practice; it’s the law.

e Don’t climb a ladder that’s within reach
of a power line.

e Hire a professional to prune any tree
branches that are near overhead wires.
That’s not a job for a do-it-yourselfer.D

S847 |  ISTOCK.COM

Mark Your Calendar
Texas Independence Day
Wednesday, March 2
Daylight Saving Time
Sunday, March 13
Set clocks forward one hour.
First Day of Spring
Sunday, March 20
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ConTaCT us
501 S. Main St., Quitman
P.O. Box 1827, Quitman, TX 75783
local (903) 763-2203   
email info@wcec.org
web wcec.org
Ceo/General manager 
Trey Teaff
board of directors
Cathy S. Roberts, President, District 5
Burke Bullock, Vice President, District 2
Jane Roberson, Secretary-Treasurer, District 6
Mark Sustaire, District 1
Kenneth Langley, District 3
Brent Glenn, District 4
Freddie Ray Jones, District 7

abouT wood CounT y eC
Founded in 1938, WCEC owns and maintains
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric
service to over 38,000 meters in parts of nine
counties: Camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith,
Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood counties.
member benefiTs and serviCes
• Online account access and bill payment
• Paperless E-Bill services
• Free bill-paying app
• Visa, Mastercard and Discover accepted
• SmartPower prepay electric system
• Scholarships and youth programs
• Safety and energy conservation programs
• Operation Round-Up community grants
my wCeC 
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our
free app gives account access 24/7.  See usage
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the
App Store and Google Play, search for My WCEC
and download.

visiT us online
wcec.org

24/7
report 
an
outage 

Call Toll-free 
or Te xT 
1-866-415-2951
download The aPP
Search for MY WCEC
in the App Store or
Google Play

Check us out at
TexasCoopPower.com/wood

How Americans
Use Electricity
Estimated residential electricity 
consumption by end use, 2018*

*Source: EIA

Space Cooling
15%

Lighting
9%

Water Heating
9%

Space Heating
9%

Refrigeration
9%

Electricity is an essential part 
of modern life. Last year the 
use of electricity in the U.S.  
was 13 times greater than  
electricity use in 1950.

Other 49%
TVs  and  related equipment, 
clothes washers and dryers,  
computers, dishwashers, small 
appliances, and other electric  
devices. 
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IRON HORSE SQUARE is a 5-acre complex in downtown Mine-
ola that proudly celebrates the railroad. Fitting, since both
the birth and the survival of Mineola are owed to its legacy as
a railroad town. 

Mineola was established in 1873 when the Houston and Great
Northern railroad and the Texas and Pacific railroad intersected
there. In 1929 the establishment of a railroad passenger termi-
nal brought 200 employees with paychecks, and that boon sus-
tained Mineola through the Great Depression. 

Mineola’s railroad traffic remains lively today, as Amtrak
operates daily passenger stops with direct service to 40 other

cities. The adjacent Iron Horse Square has also become a cul-
tural hub and destination. As part of that, the train depot
houses a museum filled with memorabilia, educational dis-
plays, videos and even games. The centerpiece is an intricate
scale model of 1930s Mineola that includes a working train
model that visitors can operate by the push of a button. The
miniature town, with lights, bells and whistles, has a way of
transporting the viewer into a bygone era. 

The depot looks today very much as it did when it was built,
but it wasn’t always so. In the 1950s the building exterior was
modernized and given a minimalistic cracker box design. In

Iron Horse Square 
Chugging Full Speed Ahead

1. Passengers on the Iron
Horse Square minitrain get
a thrill as the real thing
blows past.
2. Jim Phillips, chairman of
the Mineola Landmark
Commission, and Doris
Newman, Mineola’s Main
Street manager, on the
abandoned railbed that will
become a walking path and
nature trail. 
3. The free little library
caters to young visitors.
4. The train-themed play-
ground at Iron Horse
Square is a hit with kids
who visit. 

1

2 3
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2006 it was restored to the original aesthetic with an angled
roof and wraparound awning with elegantly curved brackets.
The restoration earned the best building restoration award from
the Texas Downtown Association in 2006. The interior waiting
area has a nostalgic feel with vintage wooden benches. The
view from the loading platform includes a refurbished train
caboose and the old Beckham Hotel that originally served rail-
way passengers in the 1930s.  

Building on that success, the Mineola Landmark Commis-
sion, at the suggestion of board member Joyce Williams,
embarked on the ambitious project of building a park on the 
5-acre depot property. The largely completed project brims with
little experiences and delights—free to all who visit. 

Iron Horse Square is a joint effort between the city of Mine-
ola, the Mineola Landmark Commission and Union Pacific Rail-
road, which owns the tracks and much of the property. The park

is owned by the city of Mineola and managed by the landmark
commission. 

“The commission has the dual purpose of overseeing archi-
tectural integrity of the town and education. And the purpose
of the park is to educate people about the history and to cele-
brate the railroad heritage of Mineola,” said Jim Phillips, chair-
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Iron Horse Square 
200 W. Front St., Mineola
Learn about volunteer opportunities 
or rent the minitrain: (903) 569-6183
Social media: Facebook.com/historicmineolatx
Website with minitrain operations schedule: 
ironhorsesquare.org
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man of the landmark commission, 
The centerpiece of the park is a quarter-scale train that runs

on a ¼-mile-long, 15-inch gauge circular railroad track just west
of the train depot. Painted bright yellow with a Union Pacific
motif, the engine pulls three cars that can hold 12 passengers
each. A free attraction, the minitrain is operational on select
Saturdays and holidays. Patrons board in the engine house,
which also doubles as a covered train depot and storage build-
ing. Children younger than 10 must be accompanied by an
adult on the ride. On days when the train is not scheduled to
run, it can be rented by the hour. 

The square includes a pavilion that doubles as the venue of
Mineola’s farmers market and can be reserved and used for
children’s parties or other activities. A train-themed play-
ground nearby has a rock climbing feature, slide and swing set,
all built on cushioned artifical turf. A recently added free little
library is filled to the brim with children’s books. Visitors can
take one or leave one.

As it stands now, Iron Horse Square offers plenty to see and
enjoy. But the commission has long-range plans for additional
attractions. Along part of an abandoned railbed, it will con-
struct a walking path under an arbor of native trees that will
travel through the woods to Stone Street. Along the way, there
will be signage about area history, including the railroad, and
native trees.   

There are also plans to build a replica of an interlocking
tower that once stood in Mineola and was a vital part of railroad
operations, housing an operator responsible for setting signal
displays so multiple trains could operate safely. As technology
advanced, signals became computerized and are now operated
from much greater distances. 

Other ambitious projects the commission has planned in-
clude construction of a covered depot area to provide added
comfort for train passengers and eventually a pedestrian bridge
over the Union Pacific railroad. The bridge can serve as an
observation deck for train watching, but its main purpose will
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be to allow safe foot traffic between the depot and the town for
Amtrak passengers to shop and dine. 

Having so many Iron Horse projects accomplished is a
feather in Mineola’s cap, and Phillips and Doris Newman, 
Mineola’s Main Street manager, give credit to the many volun-
teers and donors. 

“We are very blessed to have the volunteers that we have,”
Newman said. “Many are retired teachers and professionals. If
we had to pay for their expertise, it would cost a great deal.”
Volunteers also include a younger age bracket, the Junior His-
torians, Mineola Independent School District students whom
Phillips sponsors and who give their time and talents through
research. Based on findings, they submit a research paper to
the state in a bid for historical markers. In the past they’ve been

successful in securing several for Mineola, including the one at
the depot. 

“Many of our volunteers have connections to the railroad,”
Phillips said. “For them, it’s a nostalgic activity.” He further
explained that one of those jobs, train engineer, is a lot of fun.
“It requires a little training, but volunteers have as much fun as
the riders. You get so much fun from working it!” 

Throughout the year, there are musical, storytelling and his-
torical events with many opportunities to visit the park or vol-
unteer. At a caboose declaration, Phillips encouraged, “Bring
the kids and grandkids to Mineola and spend the day and have
fun. After all, everybody loves a train!” D

ABOve : A kindergarten class peers
into the room that houses a scale
model of 1930s Mineola (left). 

Top Direct Ridership Routes From Mineola Depot
Destination               Miles
Dallas                           79
Fort Worth                 110
Little Rock, AR          278
Austin                           311
San Antonio              404

Destination               Miles
Poplar Bluff, MO       459
St. Louis, MO             628
Normal, IL                   788
Chicago, IL                 912
Los Angeles, CA      1,816
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How To Seal Air 
Leaks With Caulk
A I R  L E A K S  CA N  WAS T E  a lot of energy dollars, letting hot air
inside during the warmer months and allowing drafts during
the cooler season. 

Sealing all those cracks and large openings to the outside is
one of the quickest energy- and money-saving tasks, according
to the U.S. Department of Energy.

First, gather the materials you will need for the project,
including: 
Caulk and caulk gun.Most caulking compounds come in

disposable cartridges. Consider that you’ll probably need a
half-cartridge per window or door. 
Putty knife or large screwdriver.A tool for scraping will

help you remove old caulk before applying new sealant. 
Paper towels or a rag. Keep a damp cleaning cloth available

to wipe up any stray caulk.
When you’re ready to begin, follow these step-by-step

instructions from the DOE: 
1. Clean all areas that you plan to caulk. Remove any old caulk

and paint. Make sure the area is dry so you won’t seal in any
moisture.

2. Prepare the caulking gun. Cut the tip of the cartridge of caulk
at a 45-degree angle and insert the tube in the gun. If you’ve

never used a caulking gun, do a test caulking by applying a
line onto a newspaper or paper towel so you have a good sense
of what to expect before trying your hand on a door or window.

3.Hold the caulking gun at a 45-degree angle to the edge that’s
to be filled. Slide the tube nozzle along the joint while pulling
the trigger of the caulk gun to apply the material. You’ll know
you’ve got the right angle when the caulk is immediately
forced into the crack as it comes out of the tube. Try to avoid
stops and starts.

4. “Tool” the caulk by pushing it into the crack. Once you’ve
covered 2–3 feet of the surface with a bead of caulk, dampen
your finger (or spoon, piece of wood or foam paintbrush) and
glide over the bead, pushing the caulk into the crack.

5. Clean up any mistakes or excess caulk with a damp rag. Take
care of any problem areas right away.

6.Allow the caulk to dry according to the directions on the pack-
age. It usually takes about 24 hours for caulk to fully cure.D
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S P R I N G  I S  J U S T around the corner, and there’s no better time to get outside
and enjoy the fresh air. Perhaps you’re making plans for a new garden or a
lawn makeover. However you’re planning to revamp your backyard escape,
remember to keep safety in mind for all projects—especially those that
require digging near underground utility lines. 

Most of us never think about the electric, gas, water and other utility
lines below ground, but hitting any of those while digging is not the
reminder you’ll want—trust us! Wood County Electric Cooperative
reminds all members who plan a digging project to call 811 at least three
business days before starting. Or you can submit a request online by visit-
ing texas811.org.

How It Works
After you call 811 or submit your request online, all affected utilities will be
notified of your intent to dig. It may take the utilities a few days to get to
your request, so be patient. The affected utilities will send someone out to
mark buried lines with paint or flags. Before you break ground, confirm that
all the involved utilities have responded to your request. If you placed your
request by phone, use the process explained by the 811 call center represen-
tative. If you submitted your request online, refer to your 811 center ticket
to confirm everything. 

By taking this important step before you break ground on your project,
you help protect not only yourself but our community. Disrupting an under-
ground utility line can interrupt service, cause injuries and cost money to
repair, so remember to call 811 first and know what’s below.

Dig Safely
Once you get the go-ahead, remember these safe digging practices: 
e Use appropriate digging equipment for the type of hole you’re digging. 
e Don’t ever attempt to move a utility line. 
e If something goes wrong, call 911. D

Know What’s Below 
by Calling 811
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Tame
Your Trees

We love our trees, but when
branches are too close to
power lines, they can cause
power outages, fire hazards
and other safety concerns. 
Here are some rules to follow:

If a tree or a large branch is
touching—or falls on—an 
electric line, call your electric
cooperative immediately.  

Never trim trees that grow
close to power lines; that is a
job for professionals. Call your
electric cooperative for assis-
tance and guidance.

Use extreme caution when
doing any overhead trimming.
Branches often fall in unex-
pected places.

Don’t allow children to climb
trees or build treehouses
close to power lines.

Plant appropriate distances
from all power lines.

When planting a tree, con-
sider how tall the tree will
grow. At maturity, trees
should be at least 10 feet
away from power lines.

Wood County EC encourages
you to always practice safety.

Minerva Studio |  iStock .coM
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