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Gathered Pennies Add Up
“ F I N D A P E N N Y, P I C K I T U P.

All day long, you’ll have good luck.”
Do you stop to pick up the stray penny on the sidewalk or just continue
walking because a penny isn’t all that much? What if many pennies on the
sidewalk were grouped together?
That’s what Wood County Electric Cooperative members have done
through Operation Round Up. They’ve gathered many pennies together
by joining with their neighbors to contribute
to a worthy eﬀort. In just ﬁve short years, the
Wood County Electric Charitable Foundation,
via Operation Round Up donations, has granted
$497,757 to 80 local charitable organizations.
During its last grant dispersal, the WCECF
Board of Directors awarded $28,000 to four
worthy nonproﬁt organizations that applied.
The Mineola ISD Education Foundation received $15,000. The foundation awards grants to Mineola ISD staﬀ for classroom tools and programs
that are not funded by the normal school budget. The grant will help to
update an outdoor reading room and the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math Center in the high school library and will help with the
purchase of Oculus Quest 2 goggles, a virtual reality tool that promotes
learning in science, art, computing and graphic design.
Safe Haven Equine Rescue and Retirement Home received $5,000. The
rescue is dedicated to the welfare of abused, neglected and distressed horses
and works to restore rescued horses to optimal health and ﬁnd them loving
homes. In cases of age or disability, unadoptable horses are provided a
place to peacefully live out the rest of their lives with dignity. The grant
money will help provide feed and medical care to horses in residence.
Van Zandt County Veterans Memorial received $2,000. The memorial is
a premier destination in East Texas for visitors to view retired military
equipment and memorabilia and to learn about valiant Texas veterans. It
was built to honor the sons and daughters of Van Zandt County and all military veterans through education and to provide a place of reﬂection. The
grant will be used to make repairs to the irrigation system, to repair and
replace lighting around the park, and for general grounds maintenance.
Winnsboro Center for the Arts received $6,000. The vibrant cultural
center hosts various activities, including concerts, theater productions,
art exhibits, classes, workshops and festivals. The grant will support their
October art event, which will bring famed cowboy artists, storytellers and
musicians to Winnsboro for free public performances. D

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Flag Day
Tuesday, June 14

Go Fishing Day
Saturday, June 18
DID YOU KNOW?
Lighting makes up 15% of an
average home’s electricity use.
You can save up to $225 in energy
costs per year by switching to LEDs.
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Father’s Day
Juneteenth
Sunday, June 19
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Summertime Saving Strategies
A n ot h e r lo n g , h ot

Texas summer is on its way. Here are several ways to
use energy more eﬃciently and save money on electricity during the
months ahead.
Change your air conditioning system’s filter every three months during cooling season—or more if your neighborhood is especially dusty. Dirty
ﬁlters stop air from ﬂowing through, which causes your AC to work harder—
and use more energy—as it keeps your home cool.
If you have a programmable thermostat, have it run the AC only
during part of the day. There’s no need to keep your house comfortable
if nobody’s in it. Running the AC at night could be less expensive than
cranking it up during the day, when it’s hot and demand for electricity is
at its peak.
Use ceiling fans. If you don’t have any, consider it a good investment.
Install them in bedrooms, the kitchen and the living room. Fans move the
air around, cooling people nearby. They might allow you to nudge the AC
a degree or two higher.
Close the drapes. A sunny day might be pretty to look at through a window, but hot rays can heat the air in your home and force the AC to work
overtime. Keep curtains and blinds closed on bright, hot days—especially
on south- and west-facing windows.
If you have a pool, wait until after dark to run your pool pump. Operating it during oﬀ-peak hours when fewer people are using a lot of appliances
at once can save money on your energy bill.
Switch your central air conditioning system’s fan to “auto.” The “on”
setting forces it to run constantly—even when your house is already cool. D
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Search for MY WCEC
in the App Store or
Google Play

About wood Co unt y eC
Founded in 1938, WcEc owns and maintains
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric
service to over 38,000 meters in parts of nine
counties: camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith,
titus, Upshur, Van zandt and Wood counties.
me mbe r be ne fit s And s e rv i C e s
• online account access and bill payment
• Paperless E-Bill services
• Free bill-paying app
• Visa, mastercard and Discover accepted
• SmartPower prepay electric system
• Scholarships and youth programs
• Safety and energy conservation programs
• operation Round-Up community grants
my wCeC
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our
free app gives account access 24/7. See usage
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the
App Store and Google Play, search for my WcEc
and download.
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visit u s online
wcec.org

WcEc.oRG

Check us out at
texasCoopPower.com/wood
•
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’The Finder’ Finds a
Home in East Texas
O N M A N Y W E E K E N D S I N T H E 1 9 9 0 S , David and Judy Peacock
would load their daughters in the car and drive from their
Arlington home to their vacation timeshare at Holly Lake
Ranch in Hawkins.
“We did that as many weekends as we could for years,” Judy
says. “When driving, after we crossed the 635, we realized our
shoulders were relaxing.” David would then usually say, “I want
to live in East Texas someday.” That day would eventually
arrive, but the Peacocks didn’t envision it would come with
their dream job.
In 2016, David sold his Arlington business, and the Peacocks
bought a property near Winnsboro. For a couple of years, they
worked while David also pursued his passion as an avid collector and bargain hunter at garage and estate sales and auctions—
always on the hunt for sports memorabilia, watches, shoes and,
of course, peacocks. But his enthusiasm does not stop there. He
loves old things with a history and a memory attached, even if
they aren’t his own.
20 TEX AS CO-OP POWER J UNE 2022

Through the years, David even earned the nickname “the
Finder” because he seemed to always track down items on the
wish lists of his friends and family.
As he continued to pursue his long-time hobby, he and Judy
discovered and became customers of a business in Winnsboro
that ticked all of his interests—Northeast Texas Antiques and
Auctions, which holds auctions online and gives winning bidders their items at its storefront or occasionally oﬀ-site at an
estate. There were always interesting and uncommon treasures
to behold.
One day, instead of an emailed auction announcement, the
Peacocks received an announcement that owners Gary and
Ginger Lyon were planning to sell the business so they could
travel. David’s interest was piqued. As a customer, when he’d
go in to pick up his items, they would already be pulled together,
and Ginger would quickly cash him out.
“I thought, how easy can that be? You get to leave at 4. There’s
cool stuﬀ. It’s fun!”
WO O D C O U N T Y E L E CTR I C C O O P E R AT I V E
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1. David and Judy Peacock, owners of Red Barn Treasures and Northeast
Texas Antiques and Auctions.
2. The vendor mall houses the wares of 16 vendors that specialize in an
array of arts and crafts, antiques, collectibles, and household items.
3. Retired science teacher John Hargus sells rocks, minerals and fossils
at his booth at Red Barn Treasures.

The Peacocks bought the business in 2019, and they soon
realized it wasn’t as easy as they had envisioned, David says,
laughing. But he is quick to add that it’s just as fun as they
thought—maybe more, lots more.
In part that’s because they actually bought two separate
businesses housed in one building. The front section of the
building is reserved for Red Barn Treasures, which is a vendor
mall. Individual vendors pay a monthly fee for a spot to sell
their wares, and a shopkeeper oversees the sales. The mall currently has 16 vendors with a wide array of new and old items.
There are handcrafted wood items, stained glass pieces, mosaic
works, rocks and fossils, ﬁshing gear, coins, knives, paintings,
and all types of antiques and collectibles. There’s a fair amount
of traﬃc through the building, especially on pickup days for
online auction sales through the other business: Northeast
Texas Antiques and Auctions.
Online auctions generally open at midnight on a Thursday
and remain open for bidding until they begin closing one item
at a time at 7 p.m. the following Thursday. Most are made up of
consigned items with the sellers delivering the items to the
auction house, where they will be picked up by the winning
bidders. The Peacocks also perform local estate auctions online.
Items may be too plentiful to move, so they photograph the
wcec.oRg
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auction items at the address, and the winning bidders pick up
the item at that location.
Whether an auction is at an estate or at the auction house, it
requires a fair amount of preparation before it can go live. The
Peacocks must ﬁrst catalog and photograph every item or item
lot, write a description, and upload them to the site—and there
can be hundreds of items to account for. Then they run promotions for the auction on Facebook and through their email distribution lists. They’ve built a healthy following of more than
3,000 email subscribers and more than 6,500 Facebook followers. They usually have a preview day so potential bidders can
look at the items in person before bidding.
Their website displays a list of items in current auctions as
well as some past auctions. To bid, a user must ﬁrst create an
account with a credit card on the secure website. Auction items
start at $2 and go up in preset increments, but there may be a
reserve for some more expensive items. A bidder can input a
dollar amount not to exceed. If a competitor for the item bids,
the software will continue to bid in $1 increments to try to overcome that competing bid until the user-set maximum is
reached. If a user has been outbid, they’ll get an email telling
them so, which gives them an opportunity to bid again if they
want to.
J u N e 2 0 2 2 T E X AS C O - O P POW E R 2 1
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Contact
Information

Northeast Texas Antiques and
Auctions: Call for appointment.

Red Barn Treasures Vendor Mall:
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Wednesday–
Saturday.
Shoppers welcome Monday and
Tuesday if the Peacocks are inhouse doing auction work.
Phone: (903) 960-9491 or (903)
960-9956
Address: 827 S. Main St.,
Winnsboro 75494

Website: netxauctions.com

Email: info@netxauctions.com

Facebook: Each business has
its own Facebook page where
followers can learn of upcoming
auctions and special events.

ABOVE: David Peacock and customers admire
personal letters and memorabilia from the late 1800s.

The fun really begins, though, on the nights that the online
auctions begin to close. Usually about four or ﬁve items close
per minute, starting with the ﬁrst listing and moving forward
to the last item in the auction unless there is a bid within ﬁve
minutes of an item closing. In those cases, the item will stay
open an additional ﬁve minutes to give others the opportunity
to place a bid. Judy and David, along with their adult daughters,
enjoy this part of the process the most. They love to watch the
spirited bidding together. Their daughters, still in the Metroplex, watch from their own computers, and they call and chat
with their parents as bidding progresses.
“There is a surprise in every auction,” David says. For example, the family was gobsmacked by the recent sale of a Princess
Diana Beanie Baby for over $600, and it was incredibly fun to
watch in real time.
While they are having enormous fun, Judy and David say
that their business is helping them fulﬁll their mission, which
is to help people. It can be an emotional and stressful time for
families preparing to sell their parent’s or relative’s estate,
whether or not they are still alive, and the sheer volume of
22 TEX AS CO-OP POWER JUNE 2022

items left over after family members have gone through the
house and taken care of family mementos can become overwhelming. The Peacocks take care of that burden for them and
ﬁnd joy in providing that relief.
The auction house was really David’s idea and dream job, but
it turned out to be Judy’s too. David revels in uncovering historic items.
“I love the history of stuﬀ.” An example he gives is the feeling
he gets when ﬁnding an old coin. He says he likes to imagine
the pockets it has been in and how it ended up here. While he
sifts items and photographs and catalogs merchandise, Judy
loves to hear his bursts of excitement and oohs and aahs as he
uncovers something particularly interesting. Judy, meanwhile,
acts as the administrator of the business. They are living their
dream of working together and helping people while doing it.
”We have met so many friends through this business,” Judy
says. “Our customers are now like family. People don’t necessarily need some of what they are bidding on, but it supports
our business and us, and we are grateful.”
It seems the Finder and his wife have found their place. D
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Why Aren’t All Power
Lines Underground?
WHENEVER A HURRICANE ,

bers and the cooperative.
Wouldn’t burying power lines save some of that money?
Undergrounding lines would protect them from wind, fire,
ice and tree branches, and there wouldn’t be poles for cars to
crash into or overhead lines for squirrels to chew up. It would
also keep poles and wires from getting in the way of our state’s
natural beauty.
But overhead lines have their own advantages. When something does go wrong, finding and repairing a problem up in the
air can be a lot easier—and faster—than locating and digging
up the exact spot of an underground malfunction.
Also, underground power lines aren’t completely safe from
natural disasters. They can flood, and digging or other construction can slice into underground service.
Given that underground service is often impractical, utilities
are finding other ways to increase reliability of overhead systems,
by using modern smart grid technology and old-fashioned tree
trimming. D
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wildfire or other natural disaster
causes a widespread power outage, people tend to ask a logical
question: Why don’t they put power lines underground? It’s
one of those questions that seems to have an easy answer—
until you start looking at the details.
The debate over “undergrounding” power lines comes with
lists of pros and cons. But one of those cons tends to drown out
the others—cost.
When a state experiences a major power outage, it often
appoints a commission to study ways to reduce the chances of
another major outage. And the results of those studies are
often the same, citing undergrounding lines as prohibitively
expensive.
But states keep studying whether to bury power lines, and
people keep asking about it because power outages are expensive, too. In fact, they’re estimated to cost the U.S. $150 billion
annually.
At Wood County Electric Cooperative, placing power lines
underground is done when and where it is beneficial to mem-
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Consider Rechargeable Power Tools for Dad

I F DA D L I K E S TAC K L I N G home projects, adding a rechargeable
or electric tool to his kit might be a welcome Father’s Day gift.
Quality rechargeable cordless tools are usually less expensive
if you buy them as part of a set instead of one tool at a time.
Because each line of tools uses a unique battery, you can’t mix
and match brands. So it may cost less in the long run to buy a
cordless starter kit with a few helpful tools and a battery and
then add tools to the set from the same brand as needed.
Here are a few cordless tools that the father in your family
should love.
Power drill. As one of the most-used power tools, a drill
should be everyone’s ﬁrst cordless tool. Using a corded drill can
mean constantly moving the cord around furniture, other tools
or your own feet, which can be dangerous. Cordless drills are
easy to use, and the technology has improved so they have more
power and hold a charge longer. Light-duty drills are smaller and
less powerful but easy to use for smaller projects.
String trimmer. A string trimmer is a quick way to trim weeds
and grass near walls, bricks and rocks. If your family uses an old
gas trimmer around the yard, it’s time for a change. Two-stroke
engines pollute the air and require regular maintenance. Electric
trimmers are energy eﬃcient and quiet. You can ﬁnd various
models between $50 and $150, and it’s worth paying a little more
24 TEX AS CO-OP POWER J UNE 2022

to get a highly rated model that will last longer.
Leaf blower. If the father in your family uses a gas-powered
leaf blower, you can do him (and your neighbors) a favor by
giving him a cordless blower, which is energy eﬃcient and quieter.
Chain saw. New versions have enough power to handle an
18-inch bar and cut through solid oak with ease. They are lighter
than many gas saws, quiet enough to talk over and eliminate
the hassles of a gas engine.
Flashlight. Today’s LED ﬂashlights can produce 20 times as
much light as the old incandescent ones. And they come in a
variety of options, from tiny keychain lights to headlamps to
waterproof spotlights. A ﬂashlight often comes as part of a
cordless tool set, or you can buy a single unit that recharges
using a USB port.
You might also consider a circular saw, power washer, multipurpose inﬂator or lawn mower.
These cordless gift ideas aren’t just for dads. All DIY enthusiasts would enjoy any of these gifts and hopefully put them to
good use. D
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Use Caution With
DIY Electrical Work
time at home, more and more homeowners
have been inspired to tackle do-it-yourself projects.
Before you dive in, you should know that thousands of people in the U.S.
are critically injured and killed as a result of electrical ﬁres and accidents
in their own homes every year, according to Electrical Safety Foundation
International.
Data from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission show that there
are nearly 400 electrocutions in the U.S. each year. About 15% of electrocutions are related to consumer products. Wiring hazards accounted for
about 14% of those deaths.
Additionally, an estimated 360,900 residential building ﬁres are reported
to U.S. ﬁre departments each year, and they caused an estimated 2,495
deaths, 13,250 injuries and $7 billion in property losses. The leading cause
of the largest ﬁres was electrical malfunction.
Homeowners taking on DIY projects are especially at risk when they do
not have the training or experience needed to safely perform home electrical work. Working with electricity requires planning and extreme care to
prevent injury, death and dangers down the road.
ESFI and Wood County Electric Cooperative recommend hiring a qualiﬁed, licensed electrician to perform any electrical work in your home.
However, if you do decide to do it yourself, consider the following
safety tips:
e Make an eﬀort to learn about your home’s electrical system so that
you can safely navigate and maintain it.
e Never attempt a project that is beyond your skill level. Knowing when
to call a professional may help prevent electrical ﬁres, injuries and fatalities.
e Always turn oﬀ the power to the circuit that you plan to work on by
switching oﬀ the circuit breaker in the main service panel.
e Be sure to unplug any lamp or appliance before working on it.
e Test wires before you touch them to make sure that the power has
been turned oﬀ.
e Never touch plumbing or gas pipes when performing a do-it-yourself
electrical project. D
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WITH FOLKS SPENDING MORE

Stay Safe Around
Cooling Systems

H OT W E AT H E R B R I N G S increased use of
air conditioners, but contact with malfunctioning cooling equipment accounts for a
significant number of injuries and millions
of dollars in property damage each year.

air conditioning units, fans and related
equipment were involved in an estimated
7,400 home structure fires in the U.S. in
2010, causing 29 deaths, 249 injuries and
$207 million in direct property damage,
according to the national Fire Protection
association. the data show that about a
dozen electrocutions per year involve air
conditioners and a handful more involve
fans, on average.
Electrical Safety Foundation International recommends following a few
guidelines when dealing with your
home’s cooling systems.
keep safety in mind when selecting cooling
equipment for your home.
Have a qualified, licensed electrician install
and service any electrical equipment in
your home.
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Have electric-powered equipment inspected and maintained regularly for
safety.
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Make sure your equipment has the mark
of a recognized safety testing laboratory,
like UL. D
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