
18  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   AUGUST 2022 WOOD COUNT Y ELECTRIC COOPER ATIVE

Wood County EC News

W E  S P E N D  A  LOT  of time inside. In fact, the average person 
spends 90% of their life indoors, according to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.  

Fortunately, those spaces are becoming more energy efficient. 
Homes today are better insulated and sealed, which is good for 
energy bills but not so good for indoor air quality.   

The thought of breathing in pollutants can be troubling, but 
the truth is, indoor air pollution is common and unavoidable. 
The good news is that there are ways to easily improve the air 
quality of your home—some of which might make your AC run 
more efficiently, too. 

Here are five tips to help you breathe a little easier.  
Change your air filter at least every three months. Clogged, 

dirty filters reduce airflow and the efficiency of your air condi-
tioning system. When a filter becomes clogged, the excess dirt 
and dust are sent through your air ducts, introducing allergens 
and other unwanted particles into your living space. This is one 
of the easiest ways to promote better indoor air quality and 
energy efficiency.  

Regularly vacuum carpets and rugs, especially if you have 
furry friends. The cleaner the home, the healthier the home. 

Vacuuming carpets and area rugs once a week can greatly reduce 
the accumulation of pet dander and dust inside your home.  

Use vents to remove cooking fumes. Those exhaust fans 
aren’t just for when you burn the bacon. Fans help expel fumes 
emitted while cooking and send unwanted moisture and odors 
outdoors.  

Get a handle on humidity. Summer months typically bring 
more humidity than we’d like. Moisture in the air can carry 
bacteria and other unwanted particles that you eventually 
inhale. Dehumidifiers work to remove that moisture from the 
air, reducing bacteria, mold and other allergens in your home 
and helping your air conditioner run more efficiently.  

Incorporate air-purifying plants into your living space. 
There are several varieties of indoor plants that can help cleanse 
your home of dust and germs found in various home products 
and furniture. Remember to review care conditions and poten-
tial toxicity for pets and think about placement for any new 
plants you add to your home. D

5 Tips for Better Indoor Air Quality 
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WAT E R  A N D  E L E CT R I C I T Y  are a dangerous mix, but an electric pressure 
washer doesn’t have to be—as long as you use it safely.  

The most important safety consideration: Ensure the pressure washer is 
plugged into a functional, tested ground-fault circuit interrupter receptacle.  

Also make sure you’re using a grounded cord approved for outdoor use 
and in good condition without any nicks or cuts and with an intact 
grounding prong. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention notes that electric shock 
can occur if a pressure washer is not used properly and if safety instructions 
are not followed.  

Whether you plan to use an electric- or gas-powered pressure washer, 
know how to use it safely. Remember to read and follow all safety instruc-
tions in the owner’s manual that comes with the device. 

The CDC offers these additional pressure washer safety precautions:  
e Never use a gasoline-powered washer in an enclosed space. 
e Always test the GFCI before plugging in and using an electric pressure 

washer. 
e Always plug a properly grounded pressure washer into a properly 

grounded receptacle. 
e If an extension cord must be used, keep the pressure washer’s power 

cord connection out of any standing water, and use a heavy-duty extension 
cord with components rated for outdoor use.  
e Keep the power and extension cords as far away as possible from the 

item being washed and away from any water runoff. 
e Always have a qualified electrician check the pressure washer for elec-

trical problems after it has tripped a circuit breaker. D

Use Electric Pressure  
Washers With Care
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CONTACT US 
501 S. Main St., Quitman, TX 75783 
P.O. Box 1827, Quitman, TX 75783 
Local (903) 763-2203    
Email info@wcec.org 
Web wcec.org 

CEO/General Manager  
Trey Teaff 

Board of Directors 
Cathy S. Roberts, President, District 5 
Burke Bullock, Vice President, District 2 
Jane Roberson, Secretary-Treasurer, District 6 
Mark Sustaire, District 1 
Kenneth Langley, District 3 
Brent Glenn, District 4 
Freddie Ray Jones, District 7

ABOUT WOOD COUNT Y EC 
Founded in 1938, WCEC owns and maintains 
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric 
service to over 38,000 meters in parts of nine 
counties: Camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith, 
Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood. 

MEMBER BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
• Online account access and bill payment 
• Paperless E-Bill services 
• Free bill-paying app 
• Visa, Mastercard and Discover accepted 
• SmartPower prepay electric system 
• Scholarships and youth programs 
• Safety and energy conservation programs 
• Operation Round-Up community grants 

MY  WCEC  
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our 
free app gives account access 24/7.  See usage 
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay 
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the 
App Store and Google Play, search for My WCEC 
and download. 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
wcec.org 

 

24/7 
Report  
an 
Outage  

CALL TOLL-FREE  
OR TE XT  
1-866-415-2951  
DOWNLOAD THE APP 
Search for MY WCEC 
in the App Store or 
Google Play  

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/wood
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W H E N  S P O U S E S  A N D  B U S I N E S S  partners Dustin and Alayna 
Moffett were naming their metal fabrication company, they 
wanted to capture the spirit of their new venture. Arc force is a 
welding term used to describe the length of an electric arc, which 
determines the heat penetration used to join metal objects. It 
also regulates the quality of the finished product. That term fit 
well, so when they incorporated in 2016, they hung their shingle 
as Arc Force Manufacturing.  

Travis Moffett, Dustin’s dad, is a critical part of the company 
as the production manager. He was a major inspiration and 
serves as the expert knowledge base behind the manufacturing 
process. He’d spent over 25 years in fabrication and production 
management at various companies before the last one was 

bought out. The timing was right, as he was looking for a new 
job and Dustin was looking for a career change. Alayna and 
Dustin went all in, selling their house to finance the new busi-
ness venture, and Travis cemented the deal with his promise of 
labor and production expertise. 

Together Dustin and Alayna are the managing owners, taking 
care of the office side of the business. Alayna calls Dustin a rock 
star who does it all. He manages the office, but he also steps into 
various production roles and handles marketing and customer 
relations. During her free time, Alayna helps to keep the business 
operations turning. She also has a full-time job in the health care 
industry and is a first-time mom to the couple’s 5-month-old 
baby boy, Carter. While she sings Dustin’s praises, he is quick 

A Heavy Metal Business 
Quitman fabricators turn metal into money
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to credit her with her work and promotions acumen.   
The first couple of years, as they grew their customer base, 

the fabrication shop was located in Golden in a shop behind 
Travis’ home. Then, as they added customers, Arc Force needed 
more square footage and equipment to manage the growing 
volume. So in 2019, Alayna and Dustin purchased a larger 
building in Quitman, which increased production space and 
added office areas. Since that time, they’ve also bought an 
adjoining acre to give them future flexibility, and it seems they 
are going to need it. 

Arc Force concentrates on fabricating volume steel parts for 
a wide range of industries and businesses that require precision 
metal components. Customers first come to them with a drawing 
or an example of a part they’d like to have replicated. The team 
then crafts a sample for the customer to inspect before volume 
construction begins. Their steel capabilities are extensive, with 
the facility able to cut and form from 20-gauge up to 1½-inch-
thick metal.  

With a broad customer base, the company builds ramps and 
other parts for the trailer industry, makes specialty automotive 
parts, and crafts connector components for trussing and other 
systems. Most of their customers are in Texas with a few out of 
state. Some of the companies they supply have nationwide 
retail spaces, so Arc Force products fan out across the U.S. Fin-
ished products can be picked up, delivered by Arc Force or 
commercially shipped.  

Arc Force is outfitted with two state-of-the-art computer 
numerical control machines. One of the most important con-
tributors to construction output, these CNC tables can repli-
cate exacting parts quickly, efficiently and consistently with 
reduced waste.  

The business also has a metal punching machine to create 
precise holes and a large press braking machine that forms steel 
into unique shapes. After all parts are cut and formed, welders 
join metal components.  

There’s a production-line approach to their manufacturing, 

1. Alayna and Dustin Moffett bet their house on their 
business adventure, and it’s paid off for them and their 
growing family, which now includes 5-month-old Carter. 
2. A busy welder works on the production line to 
 complete an Arc Force order. 
3. As an expert in metal fabrication, Travis Moffett 
serves as the technical expert behind Arc Force. 
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and customers can follow the process to see where their 
orders stand.  

“Our customers are extremely loyal,” Dustin says. “They have 
my cellphone number. We have a high standard of integrity, and 
they know they can reach out to me any time. If for any reason 
they are dissatisfied on an order, no questions asked, we will 
make it right.” 

One of their principal customers, David Day, owner of Legend 
Trailers of Texas Inc. in Eustace, agrees.  

“Their quality is top notch,” Day says. “If we are ever in a 
bind, they jump through hoops to get us our order. They are 
good people—very helpful. When we first started working with 
them, we got together and designed parts as a team. They are 
very knowledgeable and have good customer service. I don’t 
know the best way to say it, but they are just a good company!” 

That model has worked solidly, allowing the Moffetts to crest 
the hurdles most new businesses must overcome to be viable.  

“There is definitely a need for what we do right now,” Dustin 

says. “Because of that, we are looking to grow our team.”  
Arc Force has six full-time employees and can use more metal 

inert gas welders and CNC operators. The fabrication work is 
done under cover, so there are no bad weather days. The current 
hours are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Oftentimes, hard work by 
employees gets recognized with production bonuses. 

At the end of the day, Dustin, Alayna, Travis and their team 
are working for one thing—to build strong alliances and part-
nerships with customers, as well as employees.  

“We are here to stay and grow,” Dustin says.  
May the force be with them. D 

1. Since it's a family affair, Braylon Moffett, a 
student at Alba-Golden ISD, lends a hand at 
the shop whenever needed.    
2. Dustin shows off some neat bends in metal 
made possible with the industrial press brake 
in the background. 

Arc Force  
Manufacturing 
620 S. McAllister St., Quitman 
Phone: (903) 760-9353 
Email: arcforcemfg@gmail.com 
Website: arcforcemanufacturing.com 
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Use a dehumidifier to help your air 
conditioner run more efficiently.

N OT  E V E RYO N E  CA N  afford central air conditioning for their homes, and 
not everyone can tolerate the summer heat well enough to leave their air-
conditioned homes for necessities like groceries. 

Extreme heat kills more Americans each year than hurricanes, lightning, 
tornadoes and floods combined, according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. So keep an eye out this summer for neighbors who 
might be living without air conditioning or who are elderly or have medical 
conditions. 

Medical experts say the following symptoms could mean your neighbor 
is suffering from heat-related illness: confusion, fatigue or weakness, and 
mail piling up outdoors when they’re at home. 

Anyone can suffer from heatstroke if they get too hot or from dehydra-
tion if they don’t drink enough water, but elderly and sick neighbors are at 
higher risk. 

If you can: 
e Call or visit an at-risk neighbor twice a day. 
e Invite the neighbor to stay with you in your air-conditioned home on 

the hottest days and even overnight if you have room. 
e Remind your neighbor to drink plenty of water. Bring pitchers of cold 

water, lemonade and caffeine-free iced tea as gifts. 
e Offer to go grocery shopping for your neighbor or to drive them to the 

store so there’s no need to wait outside for transportation. 
e Find indoor events and community- or church-sponsored activities 

that neighbors could participate in as a way to stay cool during the day. 
e Give and set up a portable fan that can help alleviate warm tempera-

tures indoors. 
e Find out if your at-risk neighbor has pets. If so, tend to the animals as 

well by filling water bowls frequently and making sure plenty of pet food 
is on hand. 

Research shows that just about 17% of us check on neighbors during the 
summer. Make your family one that increases that statistic. D

Check on Your Neighbors
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POWER TIP 
 
Routinely replace or 
clean your air condi-
tioner’s filter. Replac-
ing a dirty, clogged 
filter can reduce your 
air conditioner’s 
energy consumption 
by 5%–15%.

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Fans cool people, not 
rooms. In the summer, 
turn fans off when 
leaving a room to 
save electricity.

CENTR ALITALLIANCE |  ISTOCK .COM

VKBHAT |  ISTOCK .COM
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DR AF T S ARE A COMMON PROBLE M, particularly in older homes, 
where about half of the conditioned air leaks to the outside 
every hour. The good news is that you can seal air leaks on 
your own with a little time and effort.   

Here are three steps to get you started.  
1. Find the leaks. 
The first step is a thorough visual search of the interior and 

exterior of your home. Look for gaps and holes in exterior walls, 
floors and ceilings. These are often found where different 
building materials meet, such as at the top of cement founda-
tion walls and around windows and doors. Another common 
source of air leaks is where pipes or wiring penetrate a wall, 
floor or ceiling. Ductwork located in unheated crawl spaces 
and attics can also contain air leaks. 

Exterior doors and windows deserve your attention. Open 
each door or window and place a dollar bill between the door 
or window sash and the frame. If you can pull the bill out easily 
when the door or window is closed again, the seal is not tight 
enough. Also, a window that rattles when it’s closed or when 
it’s windy probably isn’t sealed sufficiently. 

The best way to find air leaks is to hire an energy auditor to 
do a blower door test. A blower door is a large fan that’s mounted 

in a doorway to depressurize the house, allowing the auditor to 
find leaks and make recommendations for sealing them.   

2. Gather the materials you’ll need: 
Caulk. You’ll need a caulk gun and caulk for indoor/outdoor 

use that is water-soluble until it cures and is paintable when dry.  
Expanding spray foam. This is an effective way to plug leaks, 

but it can be messy. 
Weatherstripping. Prices vary depending on type and length 

of the materials, but there’s a wide variety of weatherstripping 
options made of vinyl, metal and felt, or open-cell foam that 
works for most situations.  

Pre-cut foam socket sealers. These go behind electrical out-
lets on exterior walls. 

Chimney plug balloon. You may need a chimney plug bal-
loon if your chimney flue doesn’t seal well. Buy a square or 
round one to match the shape of your flue.  

Adhesive plastic window insulation sheets. You may need 
insulation sheets later in the year for windows that can’t be 
sealed and don’t have storm windows.  

3. Do it! D

Seal Drafts To Make Your 
Home More Comfortable 
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Pets Get 
Overheated Too 

AS  M U C H  AS  you enjoy being outdoors in 
the summer, you probably find cool, indoor 
spaces—like your home, a shopping mall 
or a movie theater—a more comfortable 
place to spend lazy afternoons when it’s 
extra hot outside. 

If it’s too hot for you to be outdoors, then 
it’s too hot for your pets. In fact, pets are 
more prone to overheating because 
they’re covered with fur. 

Some pet-safe tips for summer: 
e Leave your dogs and cats inside your 

air-conditioned home when you leave 
for an extended period or when the 
heat drives you indoors yourself. 

e Take walks or runs with your dogs early 
in the morning or at dusk, when the 
weather is cooler. 

e Remember that your pets don’t wear 
shoes, so hot asphalt on streets and 
sidewalks can burn their paws. 

e If you let your pets into your yard, 
choose plants that are pet-safe. Some 
popular flowering plants, like azaleas 
and hydrangeas, can poison pets. 

e Store fertilizer out of pets’ reach. 

e Bring pets indoors before using lawn 
tools. D

U N L E S S  YO U  K E E P  your thermostat so low that you send your cooling  
bill through the roof in August, it’s a good idea to find some energy-
friendly ways to keep your cool during the hottest month of the year.  
Here are five tips: 

Take cool showers. If your house isn’t cold—and there’s no reason it 
should be, even with the air conditioner on—ease up on the hot showers. 
A cool shower will lower your body temperature and get you just as clean. 

Chill the meal plan. Instead of baking, broiling, boiling, sautéing or 
frying every night, opt for chopping fresh veggies, making colorful salads 
and satisfying your family’s hunger with healthy raw foods that will fill 
them up and give your stove and oven a break. Cold desserts? That’s the 
easy part. You can’t go wrong with sorbet or ice cream straight from the 
freezer. 

Filter the sun. Install solar screens or window films on east- and west-
facing windows so you can keep the heat out while still allowing light in. 

Seal leaks and cracks. You’ll find them all over your home—around 
windows, doors, and electrical and cable outlets. It’s easy to caulk and 
weatherstrip, and it’s an activity you can do with your kids as you teach 
them to use energy responsibly. 

Schedule a checkup. Even if you skipped your air conditioner’s spring 
maintenance, go ahead and schedule it now. Your HVAC tech can tell you 
if your air conditioning unit is running efficiently—and can tweak it so it 
does. It’s important to raise the thermostat a bit during the summer—but 
also to make sure the cool air that does come into the home gets there 
efficiently. 

Bonus tip: Set your thermostat 1 degree warmer to save 3%–5% on your 
air conditioning costs. D

TI
M

O
LI

N
A

 | 
IS

TO
C

K
.C

O
M

Stay Cool During  
August Heat
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