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Wood County EC News

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
 
Farmers Day 
Wednesday,  
October 12  
 
Boss’s Day 
Monday,  
October 17  
 
National First 
Responders Day 
Friday,  
October 28 
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S E V E R E  W I N D S,  L I G H T N I N G  and even squirrels can temporarily cause the 
power to go out any season of the year. We understand power outages of 
any length can be frustrating, especially when your fridge is stocked with 
perishable foods.  

Extended power outages are rare, but when they occur, it’s important to 
take food safety measures to avoid illness.  

Here are a few outage-related safety tips to keep in mind.  
 

Before an Outage 
It’s always a good idea to keep an emergency supply kit on hand. Be sure to 
include nonperishable food items like bottled water, powdered milk, canned 
goods, cereal and protein bars in your emergency kit.  

If you have advance warning that an outage is possible, fill a cooler with 
ice—just in case the outage spans several hours.  

 
During an Outage 
If an outage occurs, don’t open the fridge or freezer unless absolutely nec-
essary. An unopened refrigerator will keep food cold for about four hours. 
A half-full freezer will keep food frozen for about 24 hours and a full freezer 
for about 48 hours. If it looks like the power outage will last longer than 
four hours, move your important perishable items to an ice-filled cooler.  

 
After an Outage 
If refrigerated foods have been exposed to temperatures higher than 40 
degrees for more than two hours, discard the items. If any foods have an 
unusual color, odor or texture, they should be thrown away.  

Although most perishable foods should be thrown out after an extended 
outage, there are a few items that are safe to consume after a two-hour expo-
sure to 40-plus degrees: properly wrapped hard cheese and butter or mar-
garine; condiments like ketchup, mustard and relish; and peanut butter. 

After an outage, always smell and inspect foods before consuming and 
remember: When in doubt, throw it out. D

Keep Food Safe When  
the Power Goes Out
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CONTACT US 
501 S. Main St., Quitman, TX 75783 
P.O. Box 1827, Quitman, TX 75783 
Local (903) 763-2203    
Email info@wcec.org 
Web wcec.org 

CEO/General Manager  
Trey Teaff 

Board of Directors 
Cathy S. Roberts, President, District 5 
Burke Bullock, Vice President, District 2 
Jane Roberson, Secretary-Treasurer, District 6 
Mark Sustaire, District 1 
Kenneth Langley, District 3 
Brent Glenn, District 4 
Freddie Ray Jones, District 7

ABOUT WOOD COUNT Y EC 
Founded in 1938, WCEC owns and maintains 
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric 
service to over 38,000 meters in parts of nine 
counties: Camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith, 
Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood. 

MEMBER BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
• Online account access and bill payment 
• Paperless E-Bill services 
• Free bill-paying app 
• Visa, Mastercard and Discover accepted 
• SmartPower prepay electric system 
• Scholarships and youth programs 
• Safety and energy conservation programs 
• Operation Round-Up community grants 

MY  WCEC  
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our 
free app gives account access 24/7.  See usage 
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay 
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the 
App Store and Google Play, search for My WCEC 
and download. 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
wcec.org 

 

24/7 
Report  
an 
Outage  

CALL TOLL-FREE  
OR TE XT  
1-866-415-2951  
DOWNLOAD THE APP 
Search for MY WCEC 
in the App Store or 
Google Play  

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/wood

LYSENKOALEX ANDER |  ISTOCK .COM

FRIDAY 

7 
OCTOBER

e 12:30 p.m. Entertainment by Meredith Crawford and the  
Mean Streak. 

e 2 p.m. Business meeting followed by door prizes. 
 

Wood County Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting is just days 
away! We hope you’re making plans to attend. Before the meeting, 
Meredith Crawford and the Mean Streak will entertain attendees 
with toe-tapping Americana and Texas soul. Then, during the busi-
ness portion of the meeting, the co-op will announce director 
election results, and Trey Teaff, WCEC general manager and CEO, 
will provide an informative update on the cooperative. The winners 
of the prize drawing for a $500 Visa gift card will be announced 
along with the 20 winners of $100 electricity bill credits. Then, as 
always, there will be a drawing for door prizes donated by our 
generous vendors.  

We hope to see you there! 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  
WCEC Invites  
Members to  
Annual Meeting 
Friday, October 7 
Governor Jim Hogg City Park, Quitman

WoodCountyEC2210_  9/13/22  1:36 PM  Page 19



20  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   OCTOBER 2022 WOOD COUNT Y ELECTRIC COOPER ATIVE

H I D I N G  I N  P L A I N  S I G H T,  a nondescript building stands on 
Highway 80 in Mineola. It houses Mineola Packing Co., a cus-
tom livestock processor, meat wholesaler, and retail butcher 
shop and meat market. Many longtime locals know it well, 
since it’s been a family-run business since 1962. For those who 
don’t, it bears discovering if you’re selective about the meat on 
your table. 

Founders Dan and Yvonne Henderson purchased Quitman 
Refrigeration Cooperative’s Mineola cold storage locker facility 
in 1961 and opened Mineola Packing the next year. In 2000 this 
legacy business was acquired by one of their daughters and her 
husband, Susie and Jim Lee. Today, Jim still acts as the general 
manager and now co-owns the business with the Lee children, 
Jackie Lee Rodieck, Jennifer Lee, and twins Jacob and Joshua 
Lee, all of whom make integral contributors to the business’s 

continued success.  
Jackie is assistant general manager and says it wasn’t her origi-

nal plan to join the family business. But after graduating from 
Texas A&M University with a degree in production animal sci-
ence and receiving her dad’s call to come help, she saw God’s 
hand in it. Jennifer works as retail manager and oversees all 
sales and pricing. The brothers prefer a more hands-on approach 
as butchers. Besides the family, Mineola Packing employes 22 
people. 

Over the years, the Lees have remodeled and added to the 
facility, now 15,000 square feet. About 75% of their business is 
wholesale, and the rest is retail. Mineola Packing offers custom 
livestock beef processing, and its wholesale division supplies 
restaurants, groceries and retail meat markets with custom 
meat orders. It also has its own direct-to-consumer retail 

The Secret’s Out—Here’s the Beef 
P H O T O S  B Y  J O D I  C O C K R E L L  

1
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business. 
For its custom livestock processing business, the company 

has built a clientele that allows for a consistent processing sched-
ule, Jackie says. It’s able to take about 50 head of cattle a week.  

Each order is custom cut and packaged to individual customer 
specifications. Because the facility is federally inspected by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, many of these customers are 
from private label sellers who sell to grocery chains, restaurants 
and individuals. Mineola Packing also processes for individuals 
with farm-raised cattle. The aging process is customized too, 
with the customer choosing the dry aging time, from 14 to 21 
days. Generally, when customers take delivery of their meat, 
they are already on schedule for processing the next year, as 
there is about a one-year backlog for custom processing.  

Ellis County ranchers John and Kellie Ashcraft are regular 
processing customers and owners of Ashcraft Beef, a ranch 
specializing in grass-fed, grain-finished Angus cattle. “We’ve 
been a customer of Mineola Packing since 2020. We love the 
people, we love the facility, and we love the pricing,” Kellie 
Ashcraft says. “They are very professional and knowledgeable. 
We have restaurants that use our meat, and Mineola Packing is 

very accommodating to the special cuts they require. 
“We drop off cattle and pick up meat every other week, so 

we’re there a lot. It’s not close for us, but that’s not even an 
issue. Their morals and standards are a class act. They are con-
sistent and professional, and others just don’t compare to the 
Lee family.” 

For its own restaurant and retail customers, Mineola Packing 
buys beef from several large meatpackers. It custom cuts or 
grinds these products into roasts, stew meat, rib-eyes, tender-
loins, picanha, hamburger and chili meat. It also purchases and 
sells chicken breasts and strips and 1- and 5-pound blocks of 
cheese. The company can also source special cheeses for its 
customers.  

Its wide range of pork products includes roasts, ribs, bacon, 
chops and sausage. Mineola Packing also has its own private 
label sausages made and packaged just for them. These include 
varieties of breakfast sausage, summer sausage, smokies and hot 
links. More recently, Jackie said, they have added some quality 
seafood, including Gulf shrimp, tilapia, salmon and lobster tails.  

Retail customers can call ahead for special and larger orders 
to ensure availability. Mineola Packing provides food for events 

1. Jim Lee, center, general manger of Mineola Packing, co-owns 
the business with his children, from left, Josh, Jennifer, Jackie 
Lee Rodieck and Jacob. 
2. Mineola Packing custom grinds and packages meat for both 
wholesale and retail markets.  
3. Mineola Packing is truly a custom shop, providing cut-to-order 
meats to restaurants and their private label sellers. 

2

3

WoodCountyEC2210_  9/13/22  1:36 PM  Page 21



22  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   OCTOBER 2022 WOOD COUNT Y ELECTRIC COOPER ATIVE

and holiday family meals with items like standing rib roasts, 
bone in rib-eyes, prime rib, boneless and spiral hams, and fresh 
turkeys. It also designs custom gift boxes for businesses to pres-
ent to clients, and it does a fair amount of fulfillment for corpo-
rate employee Christmas presents. “Just bring us a budget, and 
we can build you a gift box,” Jackie says. “It can include steaks, 
cheese or bacon, depending on your budget.”  

For those retail customers who just stop by, Jackie offers a tip. 
Product deliveries arrive on Tuesdays, so everything is available 
Wednesday mornings. But as the week draws to a close, inven-
tory is lower, so it pays to come early or call in your order the 
week before. “We know our customers have options, and we 
appreciate it when folks choose to shop and do business with 
us,” she says. 

Besides running a family business for 60 years, the Hender-
son and Lee families have always been invested in the local 
agricultural community. As children, Jackie and the twins par-
ticipated in FFA. She says it honed their appreciation for the 

process required to develop high-quality food products. She 
says it also opened their eyes to all of the different careers avail-
able in agriculture. Mineola Packing has also always been a top 
supporter and buyer at the Mineola Hay Show and has long 
supported and bid at regional ag shows.  

Mineola Packing also maintains its own small cattle operation. 
“It helps provide insight on what customers are going through,” 
Jackie says. “I think it makes us better businesspeople and bet-
ter partners in this industry.” 

Mineola Packing Co. is a USDA-inspected facility and has 
been serving the local community since 1962, which is also the 
year the business became a member of Wood County Electric 
Cooperative.  

It you weren’t already in on the secret—of where to find the 
beef, chicken and other fresh quality protein in our area—you 
are now. D

Mineola Packing Co. 
906 E. Broad St., Mineola 
(903) 569-5355 
mineolapacking.net 
You can also follow Mineola Packing on Facebook. 

1. Jackie Lee Rodieck never imagined herself 
returning to the family business, but her degree 
prepared her to lend a hand when her dad called..  
2. The shop carries its own special blend of 
sausages made just for Mineola Packing. 

1 2
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AS  YO U  E N J OY  T H E  L AS T  warm days of the season, take an afternoon to 
clean and store equipment that you won’t use much until next spring.  

Clean your lawn mower. Unplug your electric model, prop it up on its 
side and wipe down the top, sides and bottom. If your mower is gas-powered, 
drain all gas from it and let it dry before storing it. Performing an oil change 
before winterizing would help prepare it to mow next spring. Take similar 
measures for other yard equipment like chippers, tillers and tractors. Note 
that electrical equipment is much easier to winterize, but it’s a good idea to 
inspect cords for breaks or frays before storing them. 

Remove window air conditioning units. Gently vacuum the coils with 
your vac uum’s brush attachment and clean the filter before storing the unit. 

When the weather cools off, turn off the power to your central AC. Leav-
ing it on a low setting could cause it to kick on when it’s not really needed. 
Clear debris away from the outside unit and cover it up to protect it from 
falling leaves and winter weather. 

Clean AC registers by vacuuming and wiping them with a damp cloth. 
If you recharge any summer-only power tools or lawn tools, unplug and 

store the battery chargers. Leaving unused chargers plugged in is a waste 
of electricity. 

As the leaves drop, sweep them away from outdoor light fixtures, outlets 
and power cords. 

If you pack up your summer clothes to make room in your closets for 
your cold-weather outfits, avoid stacking the clothes or boxes so high that 
they touch the light fixture on the ceiling. A lightbulb that comes into con-
tact with paper or fabric can set it on fire. 

Other fall chores to remember include blowing out sprinkler systems, 
insulating any faucets that are not freeze proof and trimming branches 
that might fall during winter storms. D
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Clean Summer Tools  
Before Storing Them
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Halloween Safety 
by the Letter  
E V E RYO N E  LOV E S  A  good scare on Hal-
loween but not when it comes to child 
safety. These tips will help make the fes-
tivities fun and safe. 

Swords and costume accessories should 
be short, soft and flexible. 

Avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in 
groups or with a trusted adult. 

Fasten reflective tape to costumes or 
carry glow sticks to be easily seen. 

Examine treats before eating them. Limit 
the amount of treats you eat. 

Hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to 
help you see and others see you.  

Always test makeup first and remove it 
promptly after coming home. 

Look both ways before crossing the 
street. Use crosswalks wherever possible. 

Lenses in the eyes or decorative masks 
can hinder vision or cause injury. 

Only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge 
of the road facing traffic. 

Wear well-fitted costumes and shoes to 
avoid tripping and falling. 

Eat only factory-wrapped treats. Don’t eat 
homemade treats made by strangers. 

Enter homes or accept rides only from 
those you know, never strangers.  

Never walk near lit candles. Wear flame-
resistant costumes. D
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O CTO B E R  3 0  M A R K S  Weatherization Day, a perfect time for a 
reminder about the many benefits of weatherizing your home 
as many Texans prepare for colder temperatures in the upcom-
ing months.  

Keep in mind a few tips from the Department of Energy for 
how to get the most out of weatherizing your residence, enhanc-
ing the comfort of your home and saving on your energy bills. 

Assess your home’s current energy use with a home energy 
assessment. A home energy audit is one of the best ways to 
gain a full understanding of the current status of your home, 
including how much energy it uses, where the inefficiencies 
may be and what areas to prioritize. Consider working with a 
professional or energy adviser from Wood County Electric 
Cooperative to provide a thorough analysis.  

Consider ways to air seal your home as a cost-effective strat-
egy to reduce air conditioning costs. As outside temperatures 
cool, gaps around doors and windows allow your home’s heated 
air to escape. Caulking and weatherstripping are two ways to 
reduce the amount of air that leaks in or out of your home.  

Identify the right ventilation plan for your residence. Venti-
lation is a critical part of making sure your home is as energy 
efficient as possible. Good ventilation controls moisture and 
reduces air leakage. Three ventilation options to consider, 
according to the DOE, are:  

Natural ventilation, where air naturally leaks in and out of 
small cracks and holes in the home.  

Spot ventilation, which provides ventilation by removing 
indoor air pollution and moisture through exhaust fans.  

Whole-house ventilation, which provides uniform ventila-
tion throughout the home using fans and a duct system to sup-
ply fresh air.  

Check your eligibility for assistance from the DOE’s Weather-
ization Assistance Program, which has provided weatherization 
services to low-income households since its inception in 1976. 
The program reduces energy costs for low-income households 
by increasing the energy efficiency of their homes. Visit the WAP 
page on energy.gov for more information. D

Weatherize Your Home for Winter
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WA R M  FA L L  DAYS  CA N  T U R N  chilly once the sun goes down—enough that 
you might be tempted to run your air conditioning during the day and then 
turn on the heat at night. 

If it’s hot enough during daylight hours for the AC and cool enough over -
night for the heat, there’s really no harm in using both on the same day. 
However, it’s a good idea to ease one system off before switching on the 
other. Here are a few tips for a good transition. 

Air conditioning systems run in cycles. Once the house reaches the 
temperature you have set on your thermostat, it will cycle off. You’ll hear it 
when that happens. Before you turn your AC off, listen for it to complete its 
cycle. Short-cycling can cause the AC compressor to lock up. 

Wait five minutes after you turn the AC off before you switch on the 
heat. This grace period will give the refrigerant in the AC a chance to nor-
malize, which can prevent circuits from tripping if the transition to the 
heater is too abrupt. 

Avoid drastic thermostat changes. Once the AC is off, raise the tem-
perature just a few degrees and then wait for the heat to rise to that tem-
perature before raising it any more. This prevents your heating system from 
overworking, which is inefficient. 

You might be able to avoid using both systems in the same day with 
some simple steps.  

In the morning when it’s cool, open the blinds to let the daylight 
naturally warm rooms but block the sun before it gets too warm so your 
air conditioner doesn’t have to work so hard.  

Anticipate the evening temperature drop and stop running your air 
conditioner before the weather cools down.  

Put extra blankets on your bed to feel warmer and try to avoid having 
to run the heater overnight. If the morning is chilly, wear extra layers and 
slippers until the temperature warms up. D

Is It OK To Switch Between  
AC and Heat During the Fall?
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POWER TIP 
 
An average household 
dedicates 5% of its 
electricity budget to 
lighting. Switching to 
energy-efficient LED 
lighting is a fast way 
to conserve. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
The inventor of the 
microwave oven 
received only $2 for 
his discovery.

GC SHUT TER |  ISTOCK .COM
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