
W I T H  T H E  M O S T  R E C E N T  round of grants, Wood County Elec-
tric Cooperative members have given more than $600,000 to 
local charitable groups through Operation Round Up and the 
Wood County Electric Charitable Foundation. The WCECF 
board meets twice a year, in the spring and fall, to review grant 
requests. This fall, they approved $71,500 in grants to nine 
deserving local organizations.  

“Operation Round Up and our members are strengthening 
an essential part of the framework of East Texas,” said Trey 
Teaff, WCEC general manager and CEO and the foundation’s 
executive director. “Civic engagement drives social health and 
economic growth. Each of the grant recipients are providing 
enriching programs, and our cooperative members are helping 
them do it through their generous charitable giving.” 

The nonprofit entities receiving funds in the 
recent round represent a wide range of causes 
and beneficiaries, include youths, first respon-
ders, people with special needs, health care, 
retired teachers, veterans and seniors. The 
common thread is that each organization posi-
tively impacts Wood County EC’s membership 
and region. 

The Texas Ramp Project was awarded $5,000. 
Its mission is to establish and support regional 
wheelchair ramp-building programs across 
Texas. The project provides free ramps to older 
and disabled clients in need. Ramps are built 
exclusively by individual volunteers, local serv-
ice clubs and churches.  

Winona Volunteer Fire Department received 
$1,000, and Alba Volunteer Fire Department 
received $7,000. Each of these essential services 
will use the funds for much-needed equipment 
to help protect firefighters and residents. 

Help a Child Benefit received $5,000 to assist 
local foster children through scholarships and 
to aid the Scottish Rite Hospital and Northeast 
Texas Advocacy Center. 

The Wood County Retired Teachers Associa-
tion was awarded $10,000 to assist with trans-
portation of members for training opportunities 
in Austin. 

Meals on Wheels received $7,500 to help pro-
vide food for older adults who are nutritionally 
at risk. 

Hooves and Halos received $10,000 to help 
organize free play days for individuals with 
special needs and their caregivers. At these 
play days, attendees can enjoy horse riding, a 

petting zoo, face painting, live music, games and a number of 
other activities.  

Helping Heroes Hunt was awarded $13,000 to go toward a 
modified all-terrain vehicle that will accommodate a wheel-
chair and other mobility aids. The organization offers all-
expenses-paid recreational retreats to veterans with disabilities 
and first responders and their families. 

Wood County Health Care Foundation received $13,000 to 
help fund the second phase of development of the Memory 
Health and Education Center, which will serve those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia and their caregivers.  

The deadline to apply for the spring grant cycle is March 31, 
2023. Applications are available at wcec.org and may submitted 
anytime before then. D

18  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   NOVEMBER 2022 WOOD COUNT Y ELECTRIC COOPER ATIVE

Wood County EC News

Operation Round Up  
Grants Exceed $600K 
Wood County EC members support community organizations 

Hooves and Halos, a fall 2022 Operation Round Up grant recipient, organizes loving and 
memorable play days for people with disabilities and their caregivers. 
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CONTACT US 
501 S. Main St., Quitman, TX 75783 
P.O. Box 1827, Quitman, TX 75783 
Local (903) 763-2203    
Email info@wcec.org 
Web wcec.org 

CEO/General Manager  
Trey Teaff 

Board of Directors 
Cathy S. Roberts, President, District 5 
Burke Bullock, Vice President, District 2 
Jane Roberson, Secretary-Treasurer, District 6 
Mark Sustaire, District 1 
Kenneth Langley, District 3 
Brent Glenn, District 4 
Freddie Ray Jones, District 7

ABOUT WOOD COUNT Y EC 
Founded in 1938, WCEC owns and maintains 
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric 
service to over 40,000 meters in parts of nine 
counties: Camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith, 
Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood. 

MEMBER BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
• Online account access and bill payment 
• Paperless E-Bill services 
• Free bill-paying app 
• Visa, Mastercard and Discover accepted 
• SmartPower prepay electric system 
• Scholarships and youth programs 
• Safety and energy conservation programs 
• Operation Round-Up community grants 

MY  WCEC  
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our 
free app gives account access 24/7.  See usage 
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay 
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the 
App Store and Google Play, search for My WCEC 
and download. 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
wcec.org 

 

24/7 
Report  
an 
Outage  

CALL TOLL-FREE  
OR TE XT  
1-866-415-2951  
DOWNLOAD THE APP 
Search for MY WCEC 
in the App Store or 
Google Play  

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/wood

C O L D  W E AT H E R ,  I C E  and snow can do real damage to your home if you 
don’t take the time to prepare it before winter arrives. These five tips will 
help you winterize your home and make it more comfortable. 

Insulate windows. Reducing drafts can lower your home’s energy 
costs by up to 20% per year. Some inexpensive items you can get at the 
hardware store are V-seal weatherstripping to use along window sashes, 
rope caulk, shrink film and draft stoppers. 

Trim tree branches. Any tree limbs or branches hanging over your 
home should be cut back to at least 3 feet away from your house. 

Inspect and repair the fireplace. In addition to your own visual inspec-
tion, you may want to have a chimney sweep or other expert inspect your 
chimney, inside and out. Check that the roof flashing is tight against the 
chimney. 

Check and repair the roof. Do a visual inspection from the ground with 
binoculars, or hire a roof inspector. Check for cracked caulk or rust spots 
on flashing; shingles that are buckling, curling, blistering, missing or bro-
ken; cracked rubber boots around vent pipes; and masses of moss and 
lichen, which may indicate the roof is decaying underneath. 

Clear out and repair gutters and downspouts. Clogged rain gutters or 
downspouts can damage your home’s foundation or cause ice dams. Also 
make sure the gutters aren’t sagging and trapping water, and tighten gutter 
hangers and downspout brackets. D
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5 Ways To Prepare  
Your Home for Winter
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S E V E R A L  Y E A R S  AG O,  Jim and Robbie Wallis and their daugh-
ter, Brandy Kellenberger, had a frigid experience attending an 
unheated winter wedding. But it warmed them up to a business 
idea for their 70-acre ranch in the Hoard community, near Mine-
ola: to create a comfortable event venue on their land. “We’re 
retired,” Robbie Wallis said at the time. “We could do that.” 

The idea percolated for a few years before the trio got serious. 
The first step was forming a limited liability corporation, which 
they named Hidden Pines Venue. Then, in October 2019, they 
broke ground on their site. Construction was completed in July 
2020, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the venue’s first wed-
ding was delayed until February 12, 2021—the eve of the historic 
winter storm that left millions of Texans without electricity. 

That first wedding went off without a hitch, and everyone 
stayed cozy, Robbie said, even as cold as it was outside under 
the arbor, where the ceremony—like most Hidden Pines wed-
dings since—took place. The wedding turned out to be magi-
cal, with snowflakes gently whirling in the air. Propane heaters 
lined the wraparound porches, and the heated banquet hall, 
just steps from the arbor, allowed guests to slip inside after the 
vows and enjoy refreshments as they danced the night away. 

The 4,000-square-foot indoor hall seats up to 248 at tables 
or 200 if space is needed for a dance floor. Both sides of the 
venue have roll-up doors, so when the weather is pleasant, 
tables and chairs can also be placed on the covered porches.  

Inside, there’s a catering kitchen in one nook. Glittering 

A Warm Welcome Awaits 
in the Hidden Pines

1
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chandeliers hang from approximately 30-foot ceilings to add 
ambiance, as does the split staircase, a focal point that leads to 
separate bridal and groom suites. For the groom’s party, there’s 
a flat-screen TV, sofas and a full bathroom, along with a sepa-
rate balcony entrance. The bridal suite has a full bath, along 
with cushy seating and a mirrored makeup bar with plenty of 
light, electrical outlets and hooks to hang dresses.  

At Hidden Pines, flexibility is the hallmark. Patrons can plan 
their event using their own vendors or select an all-inclusive 
package. Either way, the venue remains budget-friendly because 
it comes with so many free extras. For example, Hidden Pines 
offers an extensive selection of table linens and runners to mix 
or match, gorgeous silk flowers and garlands, lantern center-
pieces, signage, a cart for favors, and even a trailer to serve as 
an outdoor cocktail or coffee bar. The venue also has a com-
mercial ice maker and a combo margarita/slushie machine.  

For entertainment, patrons can bring their own playlist and 
make use of the Bluetooth-enabled sound system. Additionally, 
the venue has an array of games, such as Jenga, volleyball and 
cornhole.  

Riley and Gabriel Randolph from Van had their wedding at 
Hidden Pines earlier this year, and they were delighted. “The 
venue is beautiful, and the owners are so easy to work with,” 
Riley Randolph said. “The amount of linens and extras that 
come with the reservation are definitely a plus. Any bride can 
find something compatible with her theme. We are glad we 
made our memories there, and it was absolutely picture per-
fect! All of our guests thought so, too.” 

The clientele for the venue has grown extensively. “When we 
started this, we thought wedding venue, but it’s grown into so 
much more,” Robbie Wallis said.  

An unbooked weekend is now a rare occurrence. Most 
reservations are weddings, but the venue also hosts company 
picnics and fundraisers. The grounds are perfect for inflatable 
bounce houses and petting zoos, and many weddings and 
special events now bring in food trucks. Smaller groups use 
the venue for weeknight parties such as bridal showers and 
casino nights. A chef even uses the space to hold a pop-up 
gourmet dinner. 

With their success, the Wallises and Kellenberger also give 

1. Jim and Robbie Wallis and their 
daughter, Brandy Kellenberger, have 
realized their long-held dream of 
developing a wedding venue, and 
they seem to have thought of every 
detail. 
2. A modern rustic feel welcomes 
guests to Hidden Pines, and the 
two side porches extend the space 
outdoors. 
3. Every bride wants to look her 
best on her big day, and the bridal 
suite is the perfect place to apply 
all of the finishing touches.  
4. The groom’s party won’t need to 
miss the big game while they wait 
for the ceremony. The flat-screen 
TV and other comforts of their 
suite should keep them happy and 
entertained. 

2 3

4
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back to their community. They support the Mineola Independ-
ent School District and a few select nonprofits as well as local 
businesses by maintaining a select vendors list to help patrons 
find DJs, bakers, florists and more. Hidden Pines also supports 
military service members and will host an upcoming Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball. 

“Most people say [Hidden Pines] is extremely comfortable,” 
Kellenberger said. “It’s still nice, but it’s down to earth. Not 
stuffy.” She said that the venue cultivates a family atmosphere, 
eschewing a long list of rules and restrictions.  

“Our philosophy is that it is their day,” Jim Wallis said. “It’s 
all about people, and it should be treated as such. 

“When we laid out our business plan, we gave ourselves three 
years for the business to sustain for itself. We’ve exceeded that 

goal.” With that success, they’re moving forward with plans to 
expand by adding lodging options and are considering adding 
a pond with a fountain.  

As they talk about their venue, it is evident they are having a 
fun time while learning and growing—and all the while, han-
dling things like old pros.  

Each of the three family members likes to meet people and 
enjoys listening to others’ ideas.  

“We always like to find a way to accommodate,” Robbie 
Wallis said.  

That’s what makes the Hidden Pines welcome so warm. D

Hidden Pines  
Venue 
387 County Road 2667 
Mineola 75773 
hiddenpinesvenue.com 
(903) 705-2922 
hiddenpinesvenue@gmail.com 

1. Riley and Gabriel Randolph 
share their first dance as hus-
band and wife under the 
sparkling chandelier as their 
guests look on. 
2. Newlyweds Riley and 
Gabriel Randolph chose the 
picturesque backdrop at Hid-
den Pines, just off Highway 80 
near Mineola, to say “I do.”1
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YO U  CA N  A L M O S T  smell it, can’t you? A golden brown, perfectly 
roasted turkey with stuffing. Mashed potatoes with gravy. Zesty 
cranberry sauce and green bean casserole. Pumpkin pie. Pecan 
pie. Cherry pie.  

It’s almost Thanksgiving, and that can mean a big jump in 
your electric usage. It can mean dishwasher load after dish-
washer load of plates and an oven that’s constantly on. It could 
mean your refrigerator door is often open as family members 
search for hidden goodies. If you have company, more people 
in the house means your water heater may struggle to keep up 
with all the showers and laundry. 

Yep, Turkey Day can be a strain not only on your beltline but 
also on your electric bill. This holiday season, opt for these tips 
when you’re cooking your feast—you’ll enjoy a meal and some 
energy savings. 

 
Oven Tips 
Turkey is traditionally roasted for hours. Because it’s a long, 
slow cook, there’s no need to preheat your oven—even when 
the recipe suggests it. This also holds true for a holiday ham. In 
fact, unless you’re baking breads or pastries, you may not need 
to preheat the oven at all. 

Don’t open the oven door to peek inside. Instead, use the 
oven light and check the cooking status through the oven win-
dow. Opening the oven door lowers 
the temperature by as much as 25 
degrees, increasing cooking time.  

As long as your oven is on, cook 
several items at the same time. Just 
make sure you leave enough room 
between items for heat to circulate 
evenly. 

In an electric oven, you can turn the 
heat off several minutes before your 
food is fully cooked, as long as the 
door remains closed. 

If you use glass or ceramic pans, 
you can turn your oven temperature 
down by 25 degrees. 

If your oven has a self-cleaning fea-
ture, consider using it immediately 
after baking your meal to take advan-
tage of the residual heat. 

 
Stovetop Tips 
When cooking on top of your range, 
match the size of the pan to the burner. 
More heat will get to the pan, and less 
will be lost to surrounding air. A 6-inch 
pan on an 8-inch burner will waste 
more than 40% of the energy! 

Clean burners and reflectors provide 
better heating while saving energy. 

Other Ways To Cook 
Fast and efficient microwaves use far less energy than ovens, 
and they don’t heat up your kitchen.  

Slow cookers are perfect for busy families and can cook a 
whole meal for about 17 cents worth of electricity.  

If you’re baking or broiling small items, a toaster oven—a 
fraction of the size of a traditional range—is the ideal choice.  

Electric skillets can do everything a skillet on the stove can 
do, and they can double as trivets. 

 
Refrigerator Tips 
Refrigerators and freezers can get a real workout at Thanksgiv-
ing. If you’ve already invested in Energy Star-rated versions, 
that’s great, but they still remain one of the largest energy con-
sumers in your house. 

Keep the doors closed as much as possible; leaving them 
open means your fridge or freezer has to work even harder to 
keep food cool. 

It’s easy to keep your fridge and freezer full at Thanksgiving. 
It’s also more energy efficient. The mass amount of cold items 
inside will help your fridge recover each time the door is opened 
and shut; however, don’t cram it so full that the cold air can’t 
circulate. D

Be an Energy Owl—Not a  
Turkey—This Thanksgiving
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AS  T H A N K S G I V I N G  and Christmas approach, use these tips to 
ensure that your home is ready for festive activities. 

 
Fire Safety 
e Test your smoke alarms monthly and make sure your house 

is protected by an adequate number of working alarms. 
Smoke alarms should be installed in each bedroom, outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of your home. 

e Share your fire escape plan, including the location of your 
outside meeting place, with any overnight guests. Everyone 
should know at least two ways out of each room in your home. 

e Keep halls, stairs and doorways properly illuminated and 
free of clutter and other objects that could hinder an escape 
during a fire emergency. 

e Consider having older guests or those with mobility issues 
sleep on the ground floor. 
 

Decorating Safety 
e Avoid overloading electrical outlets, which can overheat and 

cause a fire. 
e Do not place extension cords where they could be tripping 

hazards. 
e Do not run extension cords under rugs or furniture. 
e Keep decorations at least 3 feet away from heat sources, 

including space heaters and fireplaces. 
e Keep young visitors in mind: Place cords, breakables, candles 

and other potentially dangerous items out of children’s reach. 
e Turn off and unplug decorations before leaving home or 

going to sleep. 
e Use only weatherproof electrical devices for outside activi-

ties. Protect outdoor electrical devices from moisture. 
e Make sure live Christmas trees are watered daily. 

 
Heating Equipment Safety 
e Have your heating system inspected annually by a licensed, 

qualified professional. 
e Use space heaters properly and safely. Keep them out of high-

traffic areas and at least 3 feet from anything that can burn. 
e Do not leave a space heater running unattended. Turn off 

space heaters and unplug them when you leave the room or 
go to sleep. 

e Never leave an open flame, including a fireplace, 
unattended. D

Holiday Entertaining Safety Checklists
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
 
Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 
Sunday,  
November 6  
Set clocks back 1 hour. 
 
Election Day 
Tuesday,  
November 8  
 
Veterans Day 
Friday,  
November 11 
 
Thanksgiving 
Thursday,  
November 24  
Our offices will be  
closed November  
24–25 for the holiday.

MIKHAILOVSTUDIO |  ISTOCK .COM

I F  YO U ’ R E  P L A N N I N G  to remodel around the house, it’s a good idea to go 
beyond new kitchen countertops and bathroom tile that look good and 
think about changes for energy efficiency. Consider these improvements. 

Replace an older refrigerator, dishwasher, washer, dryer or other major 
appliance with a model that’s more energy efficient. Energy Star-certified 
appliances use 10%–50% less energy than other models, which can accu-
mulate into some serious savings. 

Update your windows. Swapping out older, single-pane windows for 
double-pane windows with low-emissivity, argon-filled glass will keep 
heat out of your home during the summer and keep it in during the win-
ter. Some windows also have Energy Star approval. 

Upgrade your furnace. If your furnace is on its last legs, consult with an 
expert before replacing it with something similar. One of the most impor-
tant features for energy efficiency in a furnace is its size. If you buy one 
that’s too small, it won’t be able to keep your home warm on the coldest 
days. A furnace that’s too big can warm your house up too quickly and 
then shut itself off because the house is too warm, so parts of the house 
are hot and others are cold. 

Use energy-efficient lighting. When you replace fixtures, choose LED 
lighting. Over the years, manufacturers have added tons of styles. They’re 
long-lasting, energy efficient, hard to break and cool to the touch. 

Install a smart or programmable thermostat. This technology allows 
you to automatically adjust the temperature according to your schedule. 
During winter months, set the temperature a few degrees cooler while 
you’re away and at night, then return it to a comfortable temperature 
when you’re at home and awake. 

Replace your water heater with an alternative such as a tankless water 
heater or a solar water heater. D
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Remodeling Isn’t Just  
About Looking Good
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