
T H E  H O L I DAYS  A R E  a time of reflection. I’m grateful 
for my own family as well as my co-op family at 
Wood County Electric Cooperative. We’re driven by 
a sense of mission and purpose, and our team feels 
a strong connection to our community and our 
members because we live here too.  

While many of our community-focused programs 
and activities ramp up this time of year, we have 
several programs and services in place to help our 
members year-round. I’d like to remind you about 
some of these offerings in hopes you’ll find them 
beneficial.  

We hope you take advantage of our smartphone 
app, My WCEC, which empowers you to monitor 
your electricity usage and pay your energy bill 
through your phone.  

Our Operation Round Up program continues to 
make a real difference in our communities. By sim-
ply choosing to round up your electric bills to the 
next whole dollar, you can help fund various impor-
tant nonprofits and help elevate our region. Through 
members’ generous donations over the years, the 
Wood County Electric Charitable Foundation has 
been able to give over $600,000 to 89 local charities. 
In the most recent round of grant disbursements, 
the WCECF board of directors awarded $71,500 to 
nine worthy nonprofit organizations. 

One of the most important investments we make 
is in our local youths. Wood County EC has awarded 
thousands of dollars in scholarships to students 
through the years. This is made possible through 
escheated funds that come back to the co-op from 
the state. And each year, through our Government-
in-Action Youth Tour program, we send a local high 
school student to Washington, D.C., for an immer-
sive weeklong experience of democracy in action.  

At the heart of all of these programs is you—the 
members we proudly serve. Looking back, I’m grate-
ful for so many wonderful community partners and 
for the positive impact we can continue to make.  

This holiday season, I wish you and your loved 
ones peace, joy and prosperity. Speaking on behalf 
of our team at WCEC, I know the future will be 
bright because of you. D 
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Get Your Chimney 
Ready for Santa—
and Cold Weather   

YO U  E M P T Y  T H E  ashes and sweep your 
fireplace after every use to keep it safe and 
looking nice, right? But is it ready for Santa? 

Your fireplace isn’t really clean until you 
remove what you can’t see: the creosote, 
soot, ashes, dust, leaves and even birds 
that are stuck in the flue and chimney. 

Unless you want Santa to scrape off the 
flaky mess with his big belly on his way 
down the chimney, you’d better get the 
job done before he arrives.              

Why bother? When smoke from your fire-
place goes up the chimney, some of it 
condenses into soot and tar in the flue, 
which is the chimney’s inner surface. That 
creosote builds up over time, and it’s highly 
flammable.   

Unless you’re already finished with your 
shopping, baking, wrapping, mailing and 
card writing, you might want to hire a pro-
fessional chimney sweep to do this time-
consuming and messy job.    

Keeping your chimney clean will help Santa 
slide down it worry-free. And it will help 
your family enjoy the holidays around a 
dancing fire—worry-free. D
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CONTACT US 
501 S. Main St., Quitman, TX 75783 
P.O. Box 1827, Quitman, TX 75783 
Local (903) 763-2203    
Email info@wcec.org 
Web wcec.org 

CEO/General Manager  
Trey Teaff 

Board of Directors 
Cathy S. Roberts, President, District 5 
Burke Bullock, Vice President, District 2 
Jane Roberson, Secretary-Treasurer, District 6 
Mark Sustaire, District 1 
Kenneth Langley, District 3 
Brent Glenn, District 4 
Freddie Ray Jones, District 7

ABOUT WOOD COUNT Y EC 
Founded in 1938, WCEC owns and maintains 
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric 
service to over 40,000 meters in parts of nine 
counties: Camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith, 
Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood. 

MEMBER BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
• Online account access and bill payment 
• Paperless E-Bill services 
• Free bill-paying app 
• Visa, Mastercard and Discover accepted 
• SmartPower prepay electric system 
• Scholarships and youth programs 
• Safety and energy conservation programs 
• Operation Round-Up community grants 

MY  WCEC  
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our 
free app gives account access 24/7.  See usage 
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay 
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the 
App Store and Google Play, search for My WCEC 
and download. 

 

VISIT US ONLINE 
wcec.org 

 

24/7 
Report  
an 
Outage  

CALL TOLL-FREE  
OR TE XT  
1-866-415-2951  
DOWNLOAD THE APP 
Search for MY WCEC 
in the App Store or 
Google Play  

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/wood

E AC H  Y E A R  T H E  Wood County Electric Cooperative Board of Directors ana-
lyzes the financial condition of the co-op to determine if it can retire capital 
credits, and if so, the amount. Their decision is based on lender require-
ments and the cooperative’s financial policies, covenants and bylaws.   

This year the board approved retiring $2 million—27% of 2021 margins 
(annual revenue minus expenses). 

For the majority of member accounts, capital credits will be returned via 
bill credits in December. Each member’s credit varies depending on the 
amount of electricity that member purchased that year and margins allo-
cated to them since becoming a member.  

The bill credit process is eco-friendly and eliminates costs associated 
with sending paper checks. It also cuts down on checks that are lost or 
delayed in the mail. As a nonprofit electric cooperative, WCEC strives to 
keep your bills low. One way we do that is to adopt efficiencies. This one 
reaps costs savings while simplifying the process for the cooperative and 
members alike. And, as always, these credits are just in time to lighten the 
load for the holidays.   

As a member-owner, WCEC is your cooperative. We always strive to keep 
electric rates as low as possible since we don’t need to maximize profits for 
stockholders. Over the past 20 years, the cooperative has returned more 
than $20 million in capital credits to members. Capital credits are just one 
of the many benefits of being a cooperative member. D 

Wood County EC To  
Return Capital Credits 
Get ready for a little extra jingle in your pocket

ALBERTO POMARES |  ISTOCK .COM

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day 
Wednesday, December 7   
Hanukkah begins 
Sunday, December 18  
Christmas 
Sunday, December 25  
Our offices will be closed December 23 
and 26 in observance of the holiday.
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AS  A N  O N LY  C H I L D  growing up in Union Bower, west of Dallas 
in what is now Irving, Edna Bridges felt lucky that her neigh-
bors had three daughters. That’s because one of those girls, 
Marye Jo, became Edna’s “best friend for life”—which still 
holds true.  

“Before we even started grade school, we would meet under 
a big tree between our houses and hand-sew clothes for our 
dolls, which were tiny little 3-inch porcelain dolls,” Edna said.  

As she started school, Edna put sewing aside because of her 
busy schedule. In addition to school activities, she spent her 
free time training and competing in roller-skating dance until 
she was 17. And when she wasn’t doing that, she was attending 
modeling classes. Once she finished school, she embarked on a 
career in the optical industry, which also left little time to sew. 

After a couple of broken romances, Edna found the man of 
her dreams in an old family friend, Hollis Bridges. Once she 
and Hollis married, she rediscovered her passion and found 
time for crafting and sewing.  

“Any time any new craft came out, I learned how to do it,” 
Edna said. “I also crocheted and knitted and whatever else.”  

When Edna’s neighbor and friend, Cindy, asked her if she 
wanted to learn how to do ceramics, Edna first told her no 
because she had so many other projects. But it was Cindy’s 
birthday, so Edna relented and took Cindy to the ceramics 
store to let her pick out her own birthday gift.  

“I went crazy. There was all kinds of stuff you could make 
for your kitchen,” Edna said. She then embarked on a ceram-
ics phase that led to her buying a collection of ceramic molds 

Creativity for Every Season 
Edna Bridges makes a name for herself in the world of doll making

1
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and a kiln to fire her projects.  
After another friend saw Edna’s beautiful ceramic work, she 

suggested that Edna try making porcelain dolls. One thing led 
to another, and Edna was smitten. As her craft and art hobby 
grew, Edna decided to try to market her wares. She secured a 
large booth in a craft mall near Cedar Creek Lake where she 
sold handcrafted textiles, dolls and ceramics as well as some 
antiques, cards and potpourri. That went on for years, until she 
and Hollis decided to move. 

The Bridgeses’ son, called H.J. by his dad, had bought prop-
erty near Quitman. Edna and Hollis would spend weekends 
there in their pop-up travel trailer and planned to move nearby 
one day. Then, H.J. called to tell them that his next-door neigh-
bor was selling her house. Intrigued, they quickly went to look 
at it before it hit the market. Edna said that when they walked 
in the door, “It just felt like we were home.”  

They bought it with the plan of taking their time selling their 
other home. But not soon after, Edna and Hollis had an unso-
licited offer on their Cedar Creek Lake house.  

Friends helped the Bridgeses load up their belongings and 

all of Edna’s doll molds and kilns into a U-Haul. When the 
Bridges first arrived in Quitman in 1995, Edna had to store her 
molds and kilns because there was not a place for them yet. But 
she’d brought the pieces to a porcelain doll already in progress 
that would be the first project she completed in their new home. 
It was a special task—a birthday gift for a good friend and cus-
tomer. After months of meticulous work, Edna finished that 
custom doll. She felt it was one of her best.  

Edna carefully packed the doll up and shipped it to her 
friend’s home in South Carolina. She could not wait to hear 
her friend’s reaction. Sadly, though, when her friend called, 
there was terrible news. The doll had arrived but was smashed 
into a million bits. With all of the love, time and work that went 
into that creation, Edna said, “She cried, and I cried.” That’s 
when Edna swore she’d never mail or ship another doll again.  

About this same time, Hollis had bought a computer for 
them to keep track of their individual projects. He sold Edna 
on the idea of getting the computer as a tool to inventory her 
dolls. Hollis was Edna’s No. 1 fan and cheerleader in life and in 
her creative work. He was also an artist himself, painting and 

1. Working with her hands has always 
brought Edna Bridges joy. 
2. Christmas lives year-round in Bridges’ 
home with her many creations.  
3. Bridges relaxes with some of her fanci-
ful mixed media dolls.  
4. Bridges’ work has been featured three 
times in doll-making magazines.  
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working in stained glass. They were happily married for 36 
years before he died from illness.  

Using the computer that Hollis bought was a natural next 
step for Edna. People had begun to ask her to teach them how 
to make dolls. She decided that instead of selling fragile dolls, 
she’d make and sell doll patterns via the internet. Even though 
she’d never touched a computer before, a true creative and a 
do-it-yourselfer, she taught herself HTML code and then built a 
website. She also set up an Etsy shop to sell her doll patterns. 

Her creative process is pretty straightforward. Once she has 
an idea, she sketches it out and then draws a pattern. The pat-
tern is traced onto muslin fabric, then cut out and stitched 
together inside out. The fabric is then tuned and stuffed with 
fiberfill, and arms, legs and other protrusions are joined. The 
characters then come to life as she hand paints their expressive 
faces with acrylics and gives them wool hair, whiskers or other 
details. Then she gets to work making other accessories and 
handmade clothing.  

Once she completes a project, she especially likes and thinks 
others will like, she makes a pattern and written instructions.  

“All my patterns are written for beginners with step-by-step 
instructions for sewing, stuffing and painting,” Edna said. The 
patterns come as a downloadable PDF designed for printing on 
standard letter-size paper.  

Edna likes to say that her dolls bring her imagination to life, 
and her creations truly do have strong personalities. She’s con-
jured up jolly Santas, festive elves, watchful angels, impish 
cupids, playful bunnies, saucy Halloween witches and many 
other creatures. Each completed piece is a one-of-a-kind, mixed-
media creation.  

Because of her artistry, Edna has gained a following, and she 
has been featured in doll making magazines—twice in Art Doll 
Quarterly and once in Soft Dolls and Animals.  

Year-round, her neat little home seems lively, with her fanci-
ful dolls that fill special glass cases, peer down from shelves or 
spill out from nooks to keep her company. She keeps herself 
busy with art projects, her family, her dog, gardening, blogging 
and all sorts of creative pursuits. Her patterns are available for 
purchase on Etsy and her website, where visitors can glimpse 
her humor and joie de vivre. The same spirit and colorful char-
acter that Edna imparts into every one of her creations, she 
brings to each season of life.  

Edna’s creations can be found at ednabridges.com and 
etsy.com/shop/ednabridges, and she can be contacted at 
ednasdolls@aol.com. D 

1. Inspired by the cherubs painted in the Sistine Chapel, 
Bridges created a playful and expressive duo. 
2. This fellow seemingly waits amid Bridges’ tools and paints 
for other dolls to come to life.  
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E V E RY  Y E A R  A F T E R  the holidays, you carefully zip your artifi-
cial Christmas tree into a waterproof bag. You lovingly place 
your precious ornaments into padded boxes. You neatly fold 
your leftover wrapping paper and stack it in a plastic box so it 
will come out fresh and ready next December. 

But are you jamming tangles of electric light strands into a 
box that’s a little bit too small? And how about the extension 
cords that let you plug your tree into an outlet that is way too 
far away for a regular cord to reach? 

It’s a good bet that those extension cords are still plugged in. 
Once this holiday season is over, take as much care with 

electrical cords as you do with the family heirlooms that help 
make your holidays special. Here are five ways to keep your 
light strands in good shape and prevent them from becoming 
next winter’s fire hazard. 

As you take down each strand of lights, inspect it for broken 
or burned-out bulbs. Replace the bulbs and discard any strands 
with frayed or damaged cords. 

Label each strand of lights to remind you where you like to 

hang it. A year is a long time to remember those details. 
Pack up all extension cords along with the decorations. Exten-

sion cords are designed for temporary use and are not safe for 
continual use. 

Invest in a storage wheel designed for string lights and a bag 
sized for the reels. That will keep the cords from tangling, the 
bulbs from breaking, and the weather and bugs from ruining 
your lights. Or, instead of a reel, use a rectangular piece of card-
board with a slit cut in one end. Slide one end of your lights in 
the slit and then wrap the strand around the cardboard and 
slide the end into the slit. Your lights will remain tangle-free 
until next year. 

Remove batteries from decorations before you put them 
away. You use the decorations only for about one month every 
year, and the batteries likely won’t last until next December, 
even if they’re dormant. Plus, batteries can corrode and leak all 
over your packed-up electric toys and decorations. D

Store Electric Decorations  
Safely After Christmas
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W H E T H E R  YO U ’ V E  A L R E A DY  decked your halls or you’re just 
getting started, there’s still time to incorporate energy savings 
into your holiday décor.  

If you haven’t strung your twinkle lights, be sure to use LED 
light strands. LEDs consume far less energy than incandescent 
lights and can last up to 40 holiday seasons. They’re also safer 
because they’re made with epoxy lenses, not glass, making them 
more resistant to breaking—and they’re cool to the touch. 

If you missed Santa’s memo about energy-saving LEDs and 
your holiday lights are already up, you can still save on lighting 
costs. All you need is a programmable light timer. Most models 
cost $10–$25 and can be purchased through online retailers like 
Amazon or at big-box stores like Lowe’s or Walmart. With a 
light timer, you can easily program when you want your holi-
day lights turned on and off, which will save you time, money 
and energy. If you’re using a timer for exterior lighting, make 
sure it’s weatherproof and intended for outdoor use.  

If an all-out and bright style is a bit much for your taste, con-
sider a more natural approach. Many Christmas tree farms and 
even home improvement retailers give away greenery clippings 
from recently trimmed trees. With a little twine, extra 
ornaments and sparkly ribbon, you can create beautiful garlands 
and wreaths to hang over your front door or windows. To add 
extra twinkle at night, install solar-powered spotlights to illumi-

nate your new (essentially free) greenery. Solar spotlights can 
vary in price, but you should be able to purchase a quality set 
of four for about $30—and because they run on energy from 
the sun, there’s no hit to your energy bill.  

Laser lights are also an energy-efficient option and are very 
easy to install because you simply stab them into the ground and 
point them at your house—and they only use about 0.005 watts 
per hour. You can also purchase laser lights with programmed 
patterns and twinkly designs, eliminating the need for other 
decorations. Lasers come in red, green, blue and other colors.  

There are also LED projectors that project large images onto 
a wall, such as snowflakes, reindeer and stars that move in a 
rotation. These devices use around 6 watts per hour. 

Let’s not forget those 3D items that sit in the yard, waving 
cheerily to passersby. This category includes inflatables and 
wire frame structures covered in string lights. A 5-foot-tall snow-
man prestrung with LED lights uses around 9 watts per hour. 
Compare that to an inflatable Frosty, which has only a few LED 
lights but also a fan that runs continuously to keep it inflated—
using around 60 watts per hour. Inflatables may not be efficient, 
but they’re still better than an old string of lights. D

Is Your Holiday Décor  
Naughty or Nice?
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Merry  
Christmas 
 
From Wood County  
Electric Cooperative 
 
Our offices will be closed  
Friday, December 23, and  
Monday, December 26, in  
observance of the holiday.

ALONZODESIGN |  ISTOCK .COM
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Watch Out for  
Fa-la-la-la Fakes 

W H E T H E R  YO U ’ R E  B U Y I N G  lights to trim 
the tree or power tools to wrap as gifts, 
beware of bogus bounty this holiday  
season. 

Many home products are illegally coun-
terfeited, placing the purchaser—or the 
recipient of the perilous present—in dan-
ger of using faulty electrical equipment 
that doesn’t meet safety standards. 

As you do your holiday shopping, inspect 
your purchases for a mark from a reputable 
product safety testing organization, like 
CSA International or UL. Here are some 
tips to help you spot illegal counterfeiting. 

If the product has an unbelievably low 
price, it’s probably a fake. Compare the 
prices and warranties of similar products. 

Touch and examine the product. Counter-
feits are often light and feel cheaply made. 

Check for misspellings or unclear printing 
on labels, packaging and instructions. 

Poorly designed or unclear packaging with 
only partial illustrations could be a sign of 
a fake. 

Look for missing items in the product box 
and for items that appear different from 
those described on the packaging. 

Don’t count on the retailer to weed out the 
offending merchandise. Even reputable 
vendors can be duped. D
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