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Wood County EC News

W h i L e  ot h e r  1 6 -y e a r- o L d s were concerned about getting
their first car, Craig Wood was thinking about his first meat
smoker. Thirty-eight years later, he’s still making fine craft bar-
becue—the kind that takes hours and is tenderly cared for from
start to finish—at Brisket Love Barbecue & Icehouse in Lindale. 

For Craig, there’s no simple formula to preparing delicious
craft barbecue. Instead it requires all-nighters, slowly feeding
logs to a fire and constantly monitoring for even temperatures.
The meat is handled frequently throughout the process, as it’s
trimmed, seasoned, rotated, misted, wrapped and mopped
with a top-secret, proprietary homemade sauce. 

The pit room at Brisket Love houses two thousand-gallon
smokers—named Maverick and Goose—that Craig insists main-
tain a consistent temperature of 250 degrees, give or take 10
degrees. The temperature in the room can reach 150 degrees, so
the job of pitmaster is not for the faint of heart. But even though
Craig spends ample time in the pit room, he’s grateful for the
capable help of his son Hunter and other crew members.

Before opening Brisket Love Barbecue, Craig and his wife,
Lee Ann, were already running a successful business, Reming-
ton Alarm Systems, which they still operate. But even then the
couple devoted much of their spare time to Craig’s lifelong pas-
sion, serving barbecue at family gatherings, friends’ weddings
and parties. All along Craig was told repeatedly he should open
a restaurant.

The idea took hold. Only half joking, Craig would point to a
building near their home and tell his wife, “If that building ever

goes up for sale, we ought to get it.”
“I never thought he would do it, but the minute that sign went

up, he was making phone calls,” Lee Ann said.
“I bought it in one day,” Craig said. “But it’s really grown

since then. I have a tendency to overdo things. So it went from
what we first envisioned—a pretty small barbecue place—to an
11,000-square-foot restaurant.” 

Their extensive expansion added a bar, music venue and
beer garden, which also has a dedicated play area for kids.

“There are certain things we look for in a restaurant when we
are traveling,” Lee Ann said. “We don’t like to go to chains. We
like a place that has outside seating, and live music is a plus. As
we traveled we’d take pictures of things we like, and then we
just incorporated a little bit of everything.” Craig smiled at that.
“We just built what we like!” he said.

And what they like is rustic Texas charm, which is evident in
the homey, welcoming touches throughout Brisket Love. The
large bar is built from 11 different hardwoods culled from Van
Zandt, Wood and Smith counties, and a saw blade from a mill is
embedded as a decorative touch. The sinks in the bathrooms
are crafted from galvanized wash tubs, and the side dining
room, which can be rented for private parties, is walled with
wood salvaged from a 100-year-old house. The ceiling of the bar
is painted with a Texas flag, of course. And a large and colorful
mural, replete with longhorn, yellow roses and Texas lone star,
is the backdrop to the stage that resides in what they have
named Hackberry Hall.

For the Love of Brisket
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Live bands set the tone on Friday and Saturday nights, typically with
red dirt country, Southern rock, rock ’n’ roll or blues. Patrons can also
make their own entertainment in the beer garden with cornhole, washers
and Jenga. Thursday nights have been designated as game nights.
Another favorite is trivia, hosted by the Woods’ good friend, Curt Malone,
whom they call “Ole Coy.” They say Coy is at the restaurant so much he’s
become their “spokesmodel” extraordinaire. In fact he came up with their
slogan: “You come for the food, you stay for the experience.”

All of that aside, the food is the star of the show. Customers stand in a
line that can snake out the front door. Like most barbecue joints of any
renown, Brisket Love serves up its generous portions until the supply runs
out, which happens most nights.

“To make good barbecue, you really have to care about it,” Craig said. “You
spend so much time with each brisket that you could almost name them.”

As the name suggests, brisket is the headliner. But the pits at Brisket
Love also churn out plenty of other tasty meats, including pork ribs,
turkey breast, housemade sausage and pulled pork. All orders are made at
a standup counter where customers select meat by the half-pound serving
and in various combo plates. 

Sides are made from scratch and include both German and mustard
potato salads, coleslaw, pinto beans, bacon mac and cheese, a vegetable of
the day, french fries, twisted potatoes and onion rings. There are also
burgers, sandwiches and salads with brisket, chicken and turkey. A sepa-
rate bar menu offers wings, nachos and other tasty treats. 

Just know the only way to get the barbecue is to stand in line and wait
your turn. But whether you order from the bar or the line, the food is made
with fresh ingredients. 

“We don’t have any frozen or canned food,” Craig said. “Our fries are
even cut fresh.” To prove the point, he said, “One time somebody needed 
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a can opener, and we couldn’t find one anywhere in the res-
taurant.”
The Woods’ vison was to create a place that was also a desti-

nation. It seems they’ve done that, particularly with the day-
trippers from Dallas who frequently visit. But they are also
extremely proud of their local support. 
This year has been an especially challenging one for restau-

rants, and even more so for newer ones. While food sales at
Brisket Love were down about 28% during the early part of the
pandemic, Craig said, “The community really showed up and
supported us through takeout. In all, we only had one slow day.
I am grateful for that.”
The Woods are also thankful for their 28 employees, most 

of whom have been with the restaurant since it opened in 
January 2019. “They take as much pride in this as we do,”
Craig said. “They are all very loyal, and our atmosphere is 
familylike and very relaxed.” 
Keeping to Craig’s roots of bringing the barbecue to the

party, Brisket Love also has a full catering service. They’re able
to serve receptions of several hundred people as well as groups
as small as 20. They have a set catering menu but can customize
it, too. 
Craig is clearly the mastermind of the food. “It’s fun to strive

to reach perfection, so that’s what I do,” he said. Lee Ann, who
has spent her career in marketing and sales, breathes life and
color into the place with branding, marketing and social media
work. “If I can get them in the door, he can absolutely keep
them with his personality,” Lee Ann said, to which Craig added,
“And my culinary skills.” 
Try them out yourself. Brisket Love Barbecue & Icehouse,

open every day but Monday, is a member of Wood County Elec-
tric Cooperative, as are Craig and Lee Ann Wood. D

Brisket Love 
Barbecue &
Icehouse
15338 FM 849, Lindale
Phone: (903) 881-5725
Hours: 11 a.m.–10 p.m. Tuesday–Thursday, 
11 a.m.–midnight Friday and Saturday, 
11 a.m.–9 p.m. Sunday
Website: brisketlovetx.com
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T H E  E M P LOY E E S,  S TA F F  and directors of Wood County Electric Coopera-
tive look forward each year to seeing WCEC members at the co-op’s annual
meeting. Sadly, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues, it’s not prudent to
meet in person. There’s nothing more important to us than our members’
and employees’ health and safety. As such, large gatherings are clearly not
in anyone’s best interest right now.

Even so, we want to make sure that all members stay informed about
important co-op news, so we’ll post a briefing October 9 on wcec.org. It
won’t be like the in-person meeting, but this alternative will still allow
members to receive an update from the co-op at a time that best suits their
own schedule. All the information that you need to participate will be
included on the ballot for the election of WCEC directors for districts 3
and 7; ballots were mailed this month. Look for those in your mailbox
because they also come with opportunities to win prizes! 

All members who return their ballots by the October 7 deadline will be
entered into a prize drawing to win one of 20 $100 bill credits. Those who
return their ballots by the early bird date, September 25, will be entered
into a drawing to win an extra prize: a $500 Visa gift card. The election
results and prize winners will be announced on wcec.org. D

WCEC Director Election and 
Annual Meeting Briefing 

Did 
You 
Know?
Electric cooperatives support
rural electrification in develop-
ing countries through NRECA
International. The program has
delivered electricity to more
than 160 million people in 45
developing countries through
scalable rural electrification
programs.

POWER TIP

Is your hot water
tank warm to the
touch? Consider
insulating it to
save 7%–16%
annually on water
heating costs.
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