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Wood County EC News

East Texas Gardeners Grow Online Community
THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO

appreciate plants, and then there are
people who seemingly have chlorophyll running through their
veins. These most avid of enthusiasts enjoy learning about
plants, acquiring multiple varieties, sharing plant starts and
talking about garden decorations and accessories. They continually dig into and amend their gardens.
Safire Norris is among the latter, but it wasn’t always that
way. One spring day in 2013, Safire received a call from her
mother, Jeanna Harwood, who asked if Safire would assist with
a project. An elderly neighbor’s overgrown irises needed thinning. Safire and her mom spent a day digging up the flowers
and ended up with way more irises than they bargained for or
could use in their own gardens. Safire wanted to give the extras
away, and thought it might be nice if others wanted to share
plants too.
Two days later, on a whim and a slim budget, Safire created a
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Facebook group called East Texas Plant Swap to trade away
some of those irises. At first she invited a few of her friends to
join the group. Seven years later the community of like-minded
plant lovers is more than 7,700 members strong.
ETPS strives to create a space for kindness and generosity, as
evidenced by its 11 rules of conduct, the first of which simply
states, “Always be courteous.” Rule No. 3 encourages politeness
with the directive, “Absolutely no politics.” The second rule,
though, is the defining tenet of the group: It prohibits buying or
selling on the group page; plants must be traded or given away.
While many of the group’s members post photos of their successes and failures and give and get advice, its main purpose is
to provide a platform for members to share and swap plants—
for free. It works like this: When a member has some plant or
seed they wish to trade, they’ll share what they have and what
they are looking for. For example, one member recently posted,
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1. A little bit festival, a little bit family
reunion, East Texas Plant Swap
events see attendees visiting with
friends, sharing a potluck lunch and
trading gardening secrets.

2. ETPS members display the plants
and other items they have available
for trade.

3. The whole family can have fun at
ETPS swaps, where many youngsters
bring their own items to trade.

2

3

1

“I have candlestick seeds to trade. What do you have?”
Fair game are plants, cuttings, seeds and anything related to
gardening. In many cases, posters don’t even ask for anything
in return; they just want to share their extras.
Once interest is established, members make their own
arrangements to meet up and trade or gift their plants. Meetups can be a little challenging because the group has an extensive geographic range nowadays. East Texas, loosely deﬁned,
borders Louisiana, Oklahoma, Arkansas and the Gulf Coast. It
also includes three gardening climates, or hardiness zones, and
various ecoregions, including such dissimilar areas as the Piney
Woods and plains. The group even has a few members who live
out of state. So when members post to oﬀer a trade, they are
asked to also include their general location.
Even with long distances, where there is a will, there is
a way to swap—because ETPS members are passionate.
Some send self-addressed and stamped envelopes to acquire
seeds from givers, who simply ﬁll and return the envelopes.
Another popular way that members make trades is through
WcE c.org
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oﬃcial plant swap events.
ETPS plant swaps take place about six times a year and are
usually in the spring and fall. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the group didn’t hold any events in 2020 but plans to do so again
when it’s safe. The ﬁrst ETPS swap event, in April 2015, had 12
attendees, but more recent swaps have hosted 180 members and
friends. Past events have been held at various venues, including
Calie’s Acre and Walkers Mill Vineyard and Winery, both near
Longview; Davey Dogwood Trails in Palestine; and the Wood
County Arboretum and Botanical Gardens in Quitman. Each
event usually lasts a full morning, beginning with setup at about
8:30 or 9 a.m., then trading at around 10 a.m. and a potluck
lunch at noon, when attendees also tend to swap recipes.
Participants are responsible for bringing their own tables and
chairs and items to a swap, which of course include a wide variety of plants, cuttings and seeds but also other products, such
as compost tea fertilizer, concrete garden statuary, macramé
hangers, grapevine wreaths, plant labels, pots, tools and any
manner of garden decoration. All items must be related to garFEb r uA ry 2021 T E X AS C O-OP POW ER 1 9
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1. one gardener’s plant swap bounty includes aloe, stella
d’oro daylily, Confederate rose, fan palm, canna lily, yellow
star sedum, weeping butterfly bush, goji berry, vinca,
Brandywine tomato, raspberry, banana pepper, mother of
millions, concrete mushroom, compost tea and a vine
wreath.
2. EtPs founder safire norris, right, enjoys meeting and
greeting group members such as Douglas Wells, who
gives her a hug.

How To Join ETPS
1

dening and available for trade or to give away with no money
exchanging hands.
ETPS events also include a central seed repository, where
attendees can contribute or take labeled seeds. And to add to
the fun, there are usually drawings for prizes donated by businesses and ETPS members. Every event attendee gets one
ticket and can purchase more. The tickets are the only items
for sale at the events, and their proceeds go toward event costs.
“I have only been able to attend a couple of swaps, but it is a
great source to share plants, tips and friendships,” said ETPS
member Sandi McKinney, a Wood County Electric Cooperative
member from Quitman. “It’s very nice to have a group where
you can ask questions as a new gardener. My family planted our
first vegetable garden this year. I have already traded for heirloom seeds with several members for a garden this next spring.”
If you join the ETPS Facebook group and decide to go to a
future swap, there are some things you can do to prepare.
“Make a list of what you have and a list of what you are looking for,” Safire said. She also recommended bringing plastic
bottles of various sizes for clippings, extra envelopes for col2 0 TEX AS C O-OP POWER F EBruAry 2021

to start swapping with EtPs members, visit
facebook.com/groups/EasttexasPlantswap.
Ask to join the closed group. you’ll be asked a
few simple questions to weed out the spammers.

lecting seeds, pens and markers to write any care instructions,
and boxes to hold all your acquisitions. Small garden trowels,
gloves and shopping bags also can be useful, she said.
“I come from a big family, and the swaps now feel more like
a big family reunion,” Safire said. “We sit around and socialize
and relax and share food.”
As a foodie with a business called Safire’s Rose Cottage
Bakery, Safire has managed to combine all of her favorite
things at the swaps: people, plants and good eats. But, she
says, her favorite aspect is the members and how they show
their kindness—like the time one member knew Safire wanted
a red plumeria and went to great lengths to see that she got
one. Those memories and friendships are what Safire treasures
most.
“It’s amazing to find so many super considerate people,”
she said. D
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$15K in Scholarships
Available Through WCEC
conTacT u s
501 S. main St., Quitman
P.o. Box 1827, Quitman, tX 75783
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Trey Teaff
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24/7
report
an
outage

d ow n loa d T h e a p p
Search for MY WCEC
in the App Store or
Google Play
TexT
Learn how at wcec.org

DN Y59 | iStoc k .c om

abou T wood cou n T y e c
Founded in 1938, WcEc owns and maintains
more than 5,140 miles of line to provide electric
service to over 38,000 meters in parts of nine
counties: camp, Franklin, Hopkins, Rains, Smith,
titus, Upshur, Van Zandt and Wood counties.

w o o d c o u n T y e l e cT r i c c o o p e r aT i v e

supports higher education at
every level through our robust scholarship program. This spring we will
award 15 high school seniors a $1,000 scholarship each. And because we
believe in and support the trades, two of these scholarships are reserved
for students pursuing a trade school education.
To be eligible, applicants must be a graduating high school senior, a
dependent of an active WCEC member and living in a household on
WCEC’s distribution system.
Applicants must complete an oﬃcial WCEC application that includes
academic standing certiﬁed by a school oﬃcial, two letters of reference
and an essay of up to 500 words. In the essay, applicants should describe
their current interests; educational, professional and personal goals; and
why they have chosen their particular ﬁeld of study.
For those awarded a scholarship, funds will be paid directly to the college or trade school.
WCEC’s scholarship program is funded entirely by unclaimed capital
credits payments returned to WCEC by the state of Texas.
Applications are available online at wcec.org under the Programs &
Sponsorships tab. All entries must be received at Wood County EC headquarters by April 6. D
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me mbe r be ne f i T s a n d se rvi c e s
• online account access and bill payment
• Paperless E-Bill services
• Free bill-paying app
• Visa, mastercard and Discover accepted
• SmartPower prepay electric system
• Scholarships and youth programs
• Safety and energy conservation programs
• operation Round-Up community grants
my wcec
Your cooperative, in the palm of your hand, our
free app gives account access 24/7. See usage
graphs, get alerts, estimate upcoming bills, pay
your bill and quickly report outages. Free in the
App Store and Google Play, search for my WcEc
and download.
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wcec.org
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